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Apiary Photo of the Month

Grant Wolfe’s beautiful Apiary

Editors Note: After attempting for an extended period of time to get members to take pictures of their
bees and send them in to share | found that | ended up providing most of the photos. This defeated the
purpose of the exercise which was to get enough photos (other than mine) to create a calendar. Now |
am going to attempt something different and ask members to send me pictures of their apiary so | can
share them (and possibly make a calendar). We will start with a photo | took during the bottom board
workshop at Grant Wolfe’s apiary. Send me your photos! Resistance is futile, you know you want to do
it!


mailto:secretarygba@gilroybees.com

GBA News

Got Honey? Need to rent the club extractor? Contact Pete Garcia to schedule a time. (408)
310-4000

If you would like to be added to the swarm list on our gilroybees.com website please contact
me with the areas you are interested in covering.

Follow-up from the Santa Cruz Fair

| would like to take this moment to say thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the
bee booth a success at the Santa Cruz County Fair. We were truly the "hit" of the Bug Barn"
where we were located.

Lots of fair-goers had a chance to explore our exhibit, see the observation hive (even find the
gueen !') and learn about our flying friends. Education Day was hugely popular with the school
groups, inundating our volunteers with questions and enthusiasm. There was truly a sense of
awe and amazement by the public of our bees and the importance of them in our environment.

So, again, thanks to everyone who volunteered their time and efforts to make the Gilroy
Beekeepers Association booth the " Buzz " at the Fair!!

Roark Diters

The Gilroy Beekeeepers Association exhibit



Presidents Message
by Dave Stocks

As October arrives, a new era begins for the Gilroy Beekeepers Association. At the September meeting
the members of GBA elected a new board. All the faces remain familiar, but some positions have
changed. For the first time in recent memory, Wayne Pitts has stepped down as President. | have been
elected to take his place. Believe me, | have really big shoes to fill. Other officers elected are Grant
Wolf, Vice President; Randy Fox, Secretary; and Vicki Basham, Treasurer.

The above group recently got together to begin planning for the coming year. We have some
challenges ahead. As you have heard me mention, two of the biggest challenges regard our income tax
status and insurance needs. We will continue to keep the membership informed as we work our way
through this.

The good thing is that, hopefully, we have some fun things planned. Our monthly meetings will
continue to be held at Old City Hall with the exception of our September 2017 BBQ. Meetings start at
seven, but everyone is invited to join the group at 5:30 for dinner. We are also discussing classes and
perhaps field days. Stay tuned for more on that.

In the past, most of the planning process for GBA events has been done by one or two individuals.
One of my goals is to increase member participation in the process. Thanks to Randy Fox for suggesting
"Bee A Team Player" as our motto for the year.

In this regard, things are already happening. Roark Dieters volunteered to organize our booth at the
Santa Cruz County Fair. Part of this was getting membership participation in manning the booth. By all
reports, it was an overwhelming success. Paula Joiner is spearheading an education committee. The
goal is to develop lesson plans and the resources needed to deliver presentations to schools and
community groups. We have already had several requests. If you're planning a bee talk and would like
assistance, see Paula.

Others who have stepped up include Pete Garcia, who is managing the club extractor, and Grant
Wolf, who will be handling the 2017 package order. But don't worry, there will be things for others to
get involved with!

A reminder to anyone who has not paid their dues. If you pay at the October meeting, you will be
considered paid through December 2017.

I'm looking forward to a really great year. | hope you come along for the ride!

News from the Bee World
The follow items come courtesy of Western Apiculture Society, Bee Culture Magazine and wide
world of internet social media.

Can tech keep the world's bees buzzing?
http://bbc.in/2dEggpC



http://bbc.in/2dEggpC

BAYER, MONSANTO SIGN MERGER AGREEMENT

1. Bayer and Monsanto have signed a definitive merger agreement under which Bayer will
acquire Monsanto for USD 128 per share in an all-cash transaction. Monsanto’s Board of
Directors, Bayer’s Board of Management and Bayer’s Supervisory Board have unanimously
approved the agreement.
http://www.presse.bayer.de/BayNews/Baynews.nsf/id/ADSF8F-Bayer-and-Monsanto-to-

Create-a-Global-Leader-in-Agriculture

2. Bayer buys Monsanto for $66 blin.
By Greg Roumeliotis and Ludwig Burger

German drug and crop chemical maker Bayer clinched a $66 billion takeover of U.S. seeds
company Monsanto on Wednesday, ending months of wrangling with a third sweetened offer
that marks the largest all-cash deal on record.

The $128-a-share deal, up from Bayer's previous offer of $127.50 a share, has emerged as the
signature deal in a consolidation race that has roiled the agribusiness sector in recent years,
due to shifting weather patterns, intense competition in grain exports and a souring global farm
economy.

"Bayer’s competitors are merging, so not doing this deal would mean having a competitive
disadvantage," said fund manager Markus Manns of Union Investment, one of Bayer’s top 12
investors.

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-monsanto-m-a-bayer-deal-idUSKCN11K128

And, in related news regarding the Ag giants and the reality of the effects their
Neonics are having on bees.
Pesticide Companies' Own Secret Tests Showed Their Products Harm Bees:

http://commondreams.org/news/2016/09/22/pesticide-companies-own-secret-tests-showed-
their-products-harm-bees-report

Drought is building in places other than California

A checkerboard of drought conditions has developed across the United States east of the
Rockies between spring and summer 2016. Since March, the total drought-affected area of the
country nearly doubled from 12.41%—as low as it’s been in five and half years—to 21.12% as of
August 2, according to the National Drought Mitigation Center’s August 4 report.
http://www.beeculture.com/catch-buzz-drought-building-places-california
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Honey Bee antibiotics won’t be over the counter after Janl. Get Ready. -

“Bees are insects, but few veterinarians realize they are also classified as food animals,” said Dr.
Don Hoenig, co-owner of One Health Veterinary Consulting, and part of the team at Betterbee
Beekeeping, speaking at the American Veterinarian convention this past July. “This January, the
FDA will be enforcing new rules regarding honey bees and prescriptions. This is a new
opportunity for veterinarians, and we should tap into the need for education.”

Effective Jan. 1, 2017, antibiotics used by beekeepers will no longer be available over the
counter. In an effort to address concerns with antibiotic resistance, the FDA has ruled that
antibiotics used to treat common bee diseases will now need to be ordered by a veterinarian
either through a prescription or Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD). Beekeepers can no longer
diagnose and treat problems requiring antibiotics without a licensed veterinarian.

http://www.beeculture.com/catch-buzz-honey-bee-antibiotics-wont-counter-jan1-get-ready
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And from Project Apis M Director of Pollination Programs -
LAST CALL FOR SEEDS FOR BEES 2016 SIGNUP!

Participants are very excited about the program this year and are enrolling early. Growers are
starting to understand how crucial it is to plant as early as possible. In almond orchards with
drip irrigation, rainfall is the only source of moisture for the cover crops. Ideally, the fall
planted cover crops will get exposed to every drop of rain that is available. This is how the PAm
Mustard Mix can provide a great stand of bloom before almonds and how the PAm Clover Mix
can provide bloom after almonds. The options we offer include:

PAm Mustard Mix is a mixture of Canola, Braco White Mustard, Nemfix Mustard, Common
Yellow Mustard, and Daikon Radish. At a rate of 12 pounds per acre if broadcasting or 8 pounds
per acre if using a drill, you can plant from mid-September to mid-November. However, for

those with less rainfall and/or limited irrigation allotments, planting before October 5th is
best. This cover crop option is great at adding organic matter, alleviating soil compaction, and
capturing available nitrogen. The Mustard Mix requires the least amount of water of our
options and is the best at reseeding itself. Bees love this mix because of the ample pollen it
provides.

PAm Clover Mix is a mixture of five different species of clover (Crimson Clover, Hykon Rose

Clover, Nitro Persian Clover, Frontier Balansa Clover, Beseem Clover) and Annual Medic. Ata
rate of 15 pounds per acre if broadcasting or 10 pounds per acre if using a drill, you can plant
from mid-September to mid-November. Unlike the rapid fall growth of the Mustard Mix, the
Clover Mix grows very slowly over the winter. Depending on the planting date, bloom will
begin in March and can be prolonged with irrigation or rainfall. Clovers are nitrogen

fixing. Crimson Clover, for example, can add about 100 pounds of nitrogen per acre to the soil.

Lana Vetch is a single species sometimes called Woollypod Vetch. At a rate of 25 pounds per
acre if broadcasting or 15 pounds per acre if using a drill, you can plant from mid-September to
mid-November. Vetch, like clover, has nitrogen fixation properties and can easily add nitrogen
at a rate of 100 pounds per acre. This cover crop is also good at weed suppression and erosion
prevention. If nitrogen fixation is a goal, and you don't have a lot of rainfall in your area, Lana
Vetch is a good option.

Interested? Read more on our website at http://projectapism.org/?page id=2305. Please
email Billy@ProjectApism.org or call me at 614-330-6932.
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Drippings from the Extractor
by Dave Stocks

For years, to me, a swarm has always been a swarm. How wrong could | have been? While
the word 'swarm' is generally used to describe bees leaving the hive in search of a new home,
it's really more complicated. For example, what are the bees called from the time they leave
the hive to the time they adopt their new home? And is the first swarm from a hive described
differently than subsequent swarms? Well, actually at one time they were. In days past, bees
leaving a hive in mass (swarm) were referred to as a "drift of bees". But be careful, a drift of
bees may also be called a "grist of bees'! The first drift from a hive, or the prime swarm, was
referred to as an "erst of bees". So, when receiving your next swarm call, make sure to ask if
this is an erst of bees. And make sure that when you are collecting them, you don't have to
worry about a "sounder of swine."

| think all beekeepers, regardless of how long they've kept bees, have one or two people
they always turn to for answers. Often, it's not even necessary to have met these individuals.
One such person for me is Dr. Thomas Seeley, a professor in biology at Cornell University. Dr.
Seeley has done a copious amount of research on bees, especially feral bees. The way he
correlates how a bee lives in the wild and the way we should manage our hives has always
inspired me. He is the author of several books. While | have not read them all, the ones | have,
have been very insightful. For example, his latest book Following the Wild Bees describes his
techniques for finding feral hives. In addition to describing his techniques, he also offers
valuable information on what he feels are the requirements the swarm scouts are look for in a
new home. You might ask what's the big deal about feral hives. To me it's quite simple. Feral
bees have for the most part survived without the influence of us beekeepers. Yes, they are
exposed to the same environmental toxins as managed bees, but they have figured out how to
coexist with the varroa mite. Part of their success hinges on swarming. If we were able to
catch one these swarms, we may have taken the first step in having treatment free bees. Of
course, what we do with that swarm is meaningless unless we continue to treat it like a feral
colony.

The Santa Cruz County Fair ran from September 14th through September 18th. The Gilroy
Beekeepers Association was well represented in our booth located in the "Bug Barn." A
tremendous thank you to Roark Dieters for making it all happen, and thanks to all the folks who
took time to staff the booth. To me, one of the highlights was Education Day on September
15th. During the morning, children from pre-school through the fourth grade visited the booth.
The fascinated looks on their faces were amazing. | want to thank Paula Joiner, Kathy Niven,
Larry Markey, Andreas Olbring and Randy Fox for their outstanding jobs of telling the children
about bees. | observed one mother repeatedly tell her son it was time to leave the observation
hive!



Kathy, Andreas and Randy talked with students of all ages!



Paula with students. | think the young man at the far right is me honey!

This month in the Beeyard
My Beekeeping To-Do List

By
Serge Labesque

A needed correction

An August Minnesota Public Radio news segment and article placed the blame for bee
colony losses on the backyard beekeepers who do not treat their hives for mites. The obvious
goal of the author of this paper was to exonerate conventional beekeepers of any culpability in
the decline of the bees by vilifying the so-called “treatment-free” beekeepers.

Such accusations cannot be ignored. | am compelled to present a different perspective
on this issue: By treating their colonies, conventional beekeepers are actually the ones who are
eroding and destroying the innate strength of the species. They are negatively affecting its
genetic make-up. Treating colonies keeps weak genetic strains alive. Under the process of
natural selection, which has proven to be a much better steward of the species than humans, the
unfit colonies are simply eliminated and replaced by the fittest survivors. Treatments, along with
many other conventional beekeeping practices, defeat this healthy process.

Not only do treatments weaken the bees, but their use also results in higher virulence and
resistance in the targeted organisms, facts that have been demonstrated many times.

The beekeepers who treat their colonies for pests or diseases and the scientists who lead
them down this path are guilty of abusing the species. They want to keep their toiling bees alive
to protect their own careers and their sources of income or honey. In my opinion, they want to



justify applying treatments by saying that they did the best they could, and they wash their hands
of any consequences. Then, when things go wrong and the methods or the products they used
fail, as they regularly do, they blame others for their failure. This is exactly what the above-
mentioned article does. They might as well blame the feral colonies for being alive and well
without any attention from beekeepers while they are at it.

It is high time those who respect the undomesticated nature of the bees be recognized
for their positive contribution in salvaging as much as they can of the innate strength of the
species. They have respect for natural processes, and really care about the wellbeing of the bees
for what they are and not for the revenue they can generate.

October in the apiaries

This month, the bee colonies complete their preparation for winter. We follow their
progress, aiming to finally secure them before November arrives. Overall, the hives become
more compact. We can remove unused combs and possibly harvest surplus honey. After this,
we will not disturb the colonies for a few months, although regular visits to the apiaries will keep
us informed of their wellbeing.

The intense forager activity we often see in front of the hives in early fall is one of the last
efforts made by summer bees to prepare their nests for winter. Inside, their sisters care for the
young. In a few days, in a few weeks at most, these summer bees will have disappeared. The
future of the colonies will then depend on the next generation, the winter bees.

But in mid-fall, the winter bees are still developing, nestled inside the brood nests. They
will emerge from their cells in late October or in early November. By the end of the month, most
gueens will have substantially reduced their production of eggs; some will have stopped.
Consequently, the brood nests will consist mostly of sealed brood. Looking at the brood nests at
that point in time will give us a good indication of the size of the winter clusters. The equivalent
of four frames of brood in a hive will be a fair amount.

The brood chambers are becoming tightly packed. Stores surround and even permeate
the brood nests. This cramming together of stores, brood and bees is one of the factors that lead
the queens to gradually reduce their production of eggs in the fall. Although we may consider
that they deserve to rest for a while, bees and beekeepers also benefit from this drop in brood-
rearing. Indeed, without brood to be kept at an elevated temperature during late fall and in early
winter, the colonies consume very little of their stores. Better yet: when there is little or no brood
in the hives after the emergence of the winter bees, these young insects do not have to perform
brood-rearing chores that shorten their lives. This is quite important for the colonies, because
the winter bees will have to do this sort of work two to four months later, starting in January,
when the colonies must increase their populations in preparation for spring. There is yet another
benefit to this pause in brood rearing: After the winter bees are born, the varroa mites become
vulnerable because there are no more brood cells where they can hide and reproduce; they are
exposed to the grooming behavior of the bees. Colonies that possess this highly desirable trait
can keep varroa under control.

The timing of the reduction in egg laying by the queens can be crucial for the colonies.
When the queens keep producing eggs until very late in the fall, the stores are rapidly consumed.



And not only is the healthy period of broodlessness missed in such instances, but the brood nests
may also become mite nurseries. If, on the contrary, the colonies stop their production of young
bees too early in the fall, the size of the winter clusters may be too small to overwinter safely.
Knowing this, the beekeeper avoids adding egg-laying space in the hives during the fall. Note
that feedings can also trigger untimely bouts of brood rearing.

The size of the hive entrances have been reduced to make them more easily defensible
against yellowjackets or robber bees, and the mouse guards are in place. In fact, some colonies
spontaneously amass propolis in the entrances of their nests.

As we inspect our hives for the last times in the year, we can harvest any surplus honey
they may still hold. Certainly, we want to make sure that the bees will be left with enough stores
to cover their needs until the next honey flow. But leaving much more honey in the hives than
the bees can consume can also harm the colonies, as this can slow their development at the end
of winter. This is because honey has a huge thermal mass. It will become very cold during the
long winter nights and cold days. Water vapor will condense on the combs, causing honey to
ferment, or turn into cold water that will dribble down onto the clustered bees that will be trying
to keep their young warm. This will increase the risk of disease or dysentery. So, surplus honey
should be harvested. Thirty to thirty-five pounds of honey has proven to be sufficient for mature
hives in this area. As little as fifteen pounds will be sufficient in hives that hold nuc-size colonies.
A simple rule of thumb to gauge the amount of honey that is left in the hives is to consider that
a deep frame holds five pounds and a medium three.

In the center of the stores that the bees have accumulated above the brood nests, there
should be one or two combs that still contain some bee bread. This pollen was left in place by
the bees at the end of summer, when the brood nests were driven downward in the hives. It's a
source of protein that will be available to the nurse bees at the end of winter, when the clusters
that must rear brood have reached that part of their stores. Possibly, there will also be some
empty cells or uncapped honey that will facilitate the establishment of the new brood nests.
Evidently, most of the cells in these combs should be of the smaller worker-size. Replacing these
combs by combs of solid honey would be a mistake.

Empty combs are removed to make the hives more compact in the fall. The old and
misshapen ones will be taken out of service and their wax will be melted. The follower boards
are brought closer together around the frames that are left in place. This results in a relatively
tall and narrow configuration of the hive contents that is desirable for overwintering bee
colonies. The air gaps created next to the sides of the hives by the use of follower boards will
draw moisture away from the clusters during the cold winter nights.

In the upper parts of my hives, | place thick mats of dry lavender to provide insulation and
absorb moisture. | also make sure that the upper ventilation slots remain open. All together,
these features help keep the hives drier.

This month we are actually doing five months’ worth of beekeeping. We are laying the
groundwork for a new beekeeping year. Now, all that is left to do is to secure the tops of the
hives against the wind, and to insert clean monitoring trays under the screened bottoms.



In summary, this month:

- Assess colonies, their health, queens, brood nests and stores. Verify that they are queenright.

- Examine how the bees have organized their brood chambers and how the stores are packed
around them. Ensure that there is some comb with empty cells, uncapped honey and pollen
centered above the brood nests, surrounded by honey.

- Combine or requeen hives that are not performing satisfactorily (early in the month). Better
yet, reduce their volume to strengthen them.

- Adjust the volume of the hives to match individual colony strength and needs.

- Remove old and misshapen combs (follower boards greatly facilitate this).

- Early in the month, configure hives for the consolidation of honey stores (Scratching the
cappings of patches of poorly located sealed honey helps.)

- Harvest, extract and bottle only surplus honey.

- Render wax from discarded frames and from cappings

- Return wet frames and cappings to the bees for cleaning (by placing them above hive top
feeders or inner covers).

- Watch out for yellow jackets and any instances of robbing. Reduce the entrances of the hives
that are threatened.

- Ensure that hives are adequately ventilated.

- Install mouse guards and reduce hive entrances.

- Routinely clean and torch tools and equipment.

- Store unused equipment to protect it from wax moth or mouse damage, and from the
weather.

- Secure the hive tops against high winds.

Serge Labesque © 2016

Plant of the Month
by Randy Fox

California Pepper Tree (Schinus molle

This time of year our bees are looking for sources of nectar and pollen that are harder and

harder to find. The California Pepper is a rated as a major nectar source by Jeremy Rose. It is an



extremely fast-growing, sun-loving tree that flourishes in the warm climates of the Western
United States. Native to areas with dry soil and warm temps, the California Pepper is well suited
to warm, arid conditions. The upright, spreading canopy provides filtering shade over an
increasingly broad area as the higher branches spread out.

Look forward to little maintenance as well. California Pepper trees keep their leaves throughout
the year and need minimal pruning. With age, the California Pepper develops a gnarled
powerful trunk supporting a medium sized graceful canopy of soft foliage. With their interesting
weeping forms, delicate leaflets, and profuse flowers and berries the California pepper tree
(Schinus molle) is a favorite for some. But they are shunned by others. It provides dense shade,
with growing 25 to 40 feet tall in U. S. Department of Agriculture plant hardiness zones 8
through 11.

Though an excellent nectar source for our bees one should exercise caution before planting

these trees. Below are listed some of the downsides of having these trees.

Invasive Listings

The California pepper tree appears on invasive lists in some states, meaning it crowds out
native plants and destroy the habitat for animals that depend on native plants. In some cases,
the listings also mean it is illegal to own or grow the plant. Pepper trees spread primarily

through birds and small mammals eating the prolific berries and spreading seeds.

Debris Problems

With their prolific berries and 4- to 6-inch clusters of flowers, pepper trees produce a lot of
litter. Other litter includes the branches on both trees that break frequently, with or without
wind, and the numerous leaflets that fall even through the trees are evergreen. Female
California pepper trees produce berries twice a year, in fall and winter, adding more litter to be

cleaned up from yards, sidewalks or brushed off of parked cars.

Problematic Root Systems

The California pepper tree has roots that go everywhere and anywhere in search of water and
nutrients, making it drought-tolerant but problematic. Its surface roots make it impossible to
grow anything under the tree and the roots' aggressive qualities break pavements and invade
sewers and drains. Brazilian pepper tree roots produce suckers that give the tree a dense
thicket appearance if they are not removed.



Calendar of Events
Meetings

Monday October 3, 2016
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild
6:15 pm
Dwell Christian Church San Jose
1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125
http://beeguild.org/

Tuesday October 4, 2016
Gilroy Beekeepers Association
7:00 pm
Old City Hall, 7400 Monterey Rd.
Gilroy, Ca
http://www.gilroybees.com

Wednesday October 5, 2016
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild
6:30 pm
El Rio Mobile Home Park, 2120 N. Pacific Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA
http://santacruzbees.com

Thursday October 6, 2016
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo
7:00 pm
Trinity Presbyterian Church
1106 Alameda de Pulgas
San Carlos, CA
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/

Saturday October 8, 2016
Monterey Bay Beekeepers
8:00 am
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/

Classes and Conferences

Oct 9: Honey Harvesting, 10am-noon Oakland/Berkeley CA - location to be announced. Cost:
S35. Instructor Jennifer Radke. Register at http://www.biofueloasis.com/workshops



http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com/
http://santacruzbees.com/
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/
http://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=677126df96&e=512fcbebd4

October 13-15: Western Apicultural Society conference, Honolulu ,HlI
http://www.westernapiculturalsociety.org/

Oct 20: World of Honey: California. Info http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events

November 15-17: California State Beekeepers Association annual conference, San Diego, CA
http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/events.html

Jan 12: Mead Making Bootcamp. Info http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events

Jan 13 - 14: Beginner's Introduction to Mead Making. Info http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events

Jan 25: World of Honey - Honey Tasting (North America). Info http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events

May 5 - 6: California Honey Festival (Woodland, CA). Info http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events

May 7: 2017 Bee Symposium. Info http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events
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