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GBA News 
         There are some big changes ahead for the Gilroy Beekeepers Association.  President Wayne Pitts 
has announced that he will not seek re-election.  Wayne is one of two remaining founding members of 
the GBA and the only one that has faithfully participated since its inception in 1997.  The many things 
that Wayne has done to make this a successful organization are innumerable.  More on that in a 
moment.  First we need to talk about replacing him.   
     The office of president, as well as vice president, secretary and treasurer are for one year terms.  
Election of officers are held at the September meeting.  All nominations need to be received prior to the 
August 2, 2016 meeting.  If you are interested in being an officer, or would like to nominate someone, 
please contact Randy Fox at secretarygba@gilroybees.com or Dave Stocks at dave.stocks@yahoo.com.  
The duties of each office are described in the Gilroy Beekeepers Association By-Laws.  A copy is attached 
at the end of this newsletter.   
Current officers are: 
 President - Wayne Pitts 
 Vice President - Dave Stocks 
 Secretary - Randy Fox 
 Treasure - Vicki Basham 
  Wayne has spent hours doing things to help this organization.  Two that immediately come to mind are 
the ordering and distribution of packages and the management of the Association extractor.  Grant 
Wolfe already has already volunteered to help with the packages.  We need someone to take on the 
responsibility for the extractor.  This involves scheduling its use by GBA members and storing it when 
not in use.  If you are interested, please contact Dave Stocks. 
   President Wayne reports the completion of another successful "package" season.  Wayne picked up 
103 packages in "some small town with only one stop light" and returned them to his home.  The 
majority were picked up there last  Monday evening.  Of the 103 packages, eighty-one went to GBA 
members.  Thanks to Wayne for all his efforts. 
     Three down, one to go!  So far this year, the GBA has sponsored and/or taught three classes.  The 
team of Vicki Basham, Randy Fox and Dave Stocks taught two Beginning Beekeeping classes.  Bernardo 
Niño taught an intermediate class on April 16.  Serge Labesque will be teaching a class on May 14th.  
Unfortunately for anyone who failed to sign up for Serge's class, the class is full.  Interest in all the 
classes has been outstanding.  Hopefully there well be more in the future. 
      The May meeting will focus on "splits".  There will also be time for a "round table" discussion.  Bring 
your questions! 
 
 

News from the Bee World 
     The follow items come courtesy of Fran Bach. 
 
HONEY BEE HEALTH & MANAGEMENT FEATURED AT UC DAVIS SYMPOSIUM 
     Yves Le Conte, Director of the French National Bee Lab and Dennis vanEnglesdorp, professor of 
Entomology at the University of Maryland, will be speaking at the University of California, Davis, on 
Saturday, May 7, 2016 during the 2nd Annual Bee Symposium: Keeping Bees Healthy. The Symposium, 
held in the University Conference Center, is presented by the Honey and Pollination Center at the 
Robert Mondavi Institute and the Department of Entomology and Nematology. 
     Le Conte, known throughout Europe for his work researching varroa mites and their effects on honey 
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ōŜŜǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ άIƻƴŜȅ .ŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ǳǊǾƛǾŜ ±ŀǊǊƻŀ aƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ learn from the 
CǊŜƴŎƘ .ŜŜǎΦέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΣ [Ŝ /ƻƴǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƴŜ 
Robinson at the University of Illinois to isolate the pheromone that helps regulate labor in the honey bee 
colony. Le Conte has also worked with Mark Winston, Marion Ellis and many others throughout the 
country. He now sits on the Advisory Board of the Bee Informed Partnership, a ground breaking 
organization that helps beekeepers keep healthy and stronger colonies. A Le Conte interview, by MEA 
McNeil was featured in the April issue of Bee Culture magazine if you would like additional information 
on his program. 
     ReǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ Ǿŀƴ9ƴƎƭŜǎŘƻǊǇΩǎ ƭŀō ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴŜȅ ōŜŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ IŜ ǳǎŜǎ 
an epidemiological approach to understanding and (importantly) improving honey bee health. This 
approach is multi-faceted, requiring understanding individual bee diseases and the large scale 
monitoring of colony health. VanEnglesdorp was one of several founders of the Bee Informed 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎ ƘŀŘΦ ά!ǎ L ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 
find out what was killing them, beekeepers everywhere said that what they needed was a way to find 
ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘά ǎŀȅǎ Ǿŀƴ9ƴƎƭŜǎŘƻǊǇΦ ά!ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǇƛŎǳƭǘǳǊƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ŜŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƻƭŘΦέ 
     ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΣέ ǎŀȅǎ !Ƴƛƴŀ IŀǊǊƛǎΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ 
tƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦/ 5ŀǾƛǎ wƻōŜǊǘ aƻƴŘŀǾƛ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΦ άbƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
are we bringing together two leading researchers for our keynote sessions, we will have presentations 
from several other ground breaking entomologists in the state: Claire Kremen, a MacArthur Foundation 
Fellow from UC Berkeley, Quinn McFrederick from UC Riverside and Rachel Vannette and Brian Johnson 
from the UC Davis Department ƻŦ 9ƴǘƻƳƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ bŜƳŀǘƻƭƻƎȅΦέ 
     ά[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ .ŜŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ǎŀƛŘ /ƭŀǊŜ IŀǎƭŜǊ-Lewis, 
9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘ aƻƴŘŀǾƛ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ CƻƻŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ ά²ƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ on 
exploring best management practices that help sustain the bee population for the future, we believe the 
2016 Symposium wƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΗέ 
Other Program Highlights 
     Graduate Student Research Poster Competition: Learn from the top graduate student entomologists 
from UC Davis and UC Berkeley when they present their research during the lunchtime poster session. 
     ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƭƛƴŀ bƛƷƻΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ !ǇƛŎǳƭǘǳǊƛǎǘΣ 
about the development of /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ aŀǎǘŜǊ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ CƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
researchers and beekeepers will also give five-minute presentations during this lightning session. 
     Vendors and educational exhibits will line the corridors of the Conference Center with beekeeping 
equipment, honey tastings, cool T-shirts and bee clubs. The UC Bookstore will be on site selling bee and 
honey-related books. 
     The day-ƭƻƴƎ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘ aƻƴŘŀǾƛ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ DƻƻŘ [ƛŦŜ 
Garden featuring appetizers, mead, cyser, local honey beers and an assortment of other beverages. 
     UC Davis was recently ranked No. 1 nationally for its Department of Entomology and Nematology, 
and continues to lead the way in agricultural innovation and sustainability, in part through fostering 
pollinator-related research and conferences, like the Bee Symposium. The symposium is made possible 
through a generous gift from the Springcreek Foundation and sponsor Natural American Foods. 
     Tickets are $80, which includes breakfast, lunch and the reception. Student tickets are $20 (with valid 
ID). To register for this event: http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events/2016-bee-symposium. For more 
information, contact Amina Harris: aharris@ucdavis.edu. For vendor opportunities, contact Liz Luu: 
Luu@caes.ucdavis.edu. 
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ONE SHAKE, ONE HARVEST - NEW ALMOND VARIETY HAS MULTIPLE TRAIT APPEAL ... AND WORRY 
FOR BEEKEEPERS  
A new almond variety, Independence, is self fertile.  The consequences to bees and beekeepers is 
monumental.  Go to http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/03/23/471437025/with-bees-in-
trouble-almond-farmers-try-trees-that-dont-need-em for an excellent article from National Public Radio.  
 
 
STARVATION HELPS BABY BEES BECOME STRONGER AS ADULTS 
     The stress of short-term nutritional deprivation as larvae actually makes honeybees -- critical to the 
world's food supply -- more resilient to starvation as adults, a new study has found.  "Surprisingly, we 
found that short-term starvation in the larval stage makes adult honey bees more adaptive to adult 
starvation. This suggests that they have an anticipatory mechanism like solitary organisms do," said Ying 
Wang, assistant research professor at Arizona State University in the US. 
     The findings showed that when bees experienced starvation as larvae, they could reduce their 
metabolic rate, maintain their blood sugar levels and use other fuels faster than the control bees during 
starvation. This increased the probability of their survival under a starvation situation. 
     The anticipatory mechanism, also called "predictive adaptive response", explains a possible 
correlation between prenatal nutritional stress and adult metabolic disorders such as obesity and 
diabetes in humans. 
     The researchers, in the study published in the Journal of Experimental Biology, found evidence of this 
mechanism in several areas such as behavior, endocrine physiology, metabolism and gene regulation in 
the bees.     "Manipulations during development may be able to increase the bees' resistance to 
different stressors, much like how an immunization works," added Wang. 
     Managed honeybee colonies have declined worldwide, down to 2.5 million today from 5 million in 
the 1940s. This comes at a time when the global demand for food is rising to meet the nutrition needs of 
7.4 billion people. 
     A lack of adequate nutrition is blamed as one of many possible causes for colony collapse disorder or 
CCD -- a mysterious syndrome that causes a honeybee colony to die. 
     Parasites, pesticides, pathogens and environmental changes are also stressors believed responsible 
for the decline of honeybees.     Since multiple stressors are negatively impacting bee health, the new 
findings may provide a different strategy to help solve the problem of colony collapse disorder, the 
researchers concluded. 
     See more at: http://www.phoenixnews.net/index.php/sid/242732525#sthash.rlHC7dGU.dpuf 
 
BEE AUDACIOUS!  Presented by beekeepers in Marin County (and beyond) with Planetwork as a fiscal 
sponsor. 
     Please ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ά!ǳŘŀŎƛƻǳǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ .ŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎέΣ ƻǊ 
Bee Audacious for short! 
     ̧ ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ aŀǊƪ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмр .ŜŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ  He finished it 
up by suggesting that conference pƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά!ǳŘŀŎƛƻǳǎ LŘŜŀǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎέΦ  Beekeepers in Marin County, California, thought it was a great idea!  But 
why just a session?  Why not a whole conference?   {ƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ the best bee minds 
on the planet together for a working conference December 11-13, 2016.   Be part of the solution and 
help us make this bee think tank happen! 
     Your financial support is very much needed to help make this all possible. Buy a t-shirt or make a 
donation to support conference expenses, including leader travel and accommodations, AV for panel 
discussion, post conference writings and more.  The current booster.com campaign will run until May 

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/03/23/471437025/with-bees-in-trouble-almond-farmers-try-trees-that-dont-need-em
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/03/23/471437025/with-bees-in-trouble-almond-farmers-try-trees-that-dont-need-em
http://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=0b72478c3f&e=030e0b4b63
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15, 2016. Click here to order a t-shirt now: http://www.booster.com/beeaudacious3. Or go to: 
http://www.beeaudacious.com/index.php/the-fundraising/ and click on the word "donations" to 
download the form to make a donation in any amount. 
     Mark your calendars for the panel discussion that will be live streamed at 7:00 pm PST on December 
14, 2016 and available through http://www.beeaudacious.com.   (If you can make it to San Rafael, CA, 
you can see it in person at Dominican University of California.)  The ten conference Thought Leaders 
(Tom Seeley, Marla Spivak, Mark Winston, Jim Frazier, William Klett, Stephen Martin, Heather Mattila, 
Chas Mraz, Francis Ratnieks, and Neal Williams) will be presenting the ideas generated by the two-day 
gathering. 
     Feeling audacious?  Half of the 90 participants will be selected from submitted registration 
applications.  Seeking constructive, collaborative and thoughtful people who will bring experience from 
a wide variety of fields that produce impacts on pollinators and how pollinators are viewed by the 
general public.   Applications available at: http://beeaudacious.com/index.php/conference. 
The Vision: 
     ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ keep bees and 
encourage wild pollinator diversity and abundance no longer serves beekeepers, farmers or the critical 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ōƻƭŘ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ 
beekeepers as stewards of both managed and wild bees, promoters of healthy environments, and 
managers of economically sustainable apiaries. 
 The Conference: 
     The Bee Audacious Conference will present a timely and unique opportunity for in-depth dialogue on 
the latest ideas, research, and technology to advance survival of honeybee colonies, beekeeping, and 
wild bees. 
     The Conference will be a thought-provoking gathering unlike any other conference. From December 
11 to 13, guided by methodology used by the Simon Fraser University Center for Dialogue and Thomas 
{ŜŜƭŜȅΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άCƛǾŜ Iŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ IƛƎƘƭȅ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ IƛǾŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
issues that are impacting the survival of bees and pollination will be explored. Ten experts (Tom Seeley, 
Marla Spivak, Mark Winston, Jim Frazier, William Klett, Stephen Martin, Heather Mattila, Chas Mraz, 
Francis Ratnieks, and Neal Williams) will be engaged as Thought Leaders in a format led by Dr. Mark 
Winston, Professor and Senior Fellow at Simon Fraser UniǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ 5ƛalogue. 
     The Thought Leaders will facilitate discussion between ninety individuals divided into nine working 
groups in active dialogue, using an agenda developed in advance by the participants themselves. The 
Thought Leaders will recommend 45 individuals for participation. The other 45 participants will be 
selected from Conference registration applications. 
     After two days of high-level collaboration, the Thought Leaders will present the findings at a Panel 
Discussion held at Dominican University of California on December 14. The Panel will be open to the 
general public, live-streamed and posted to the http://www.beeaudacious.com website. Dr. Mark 
Winston will write the Proceedings for future posting to the website. 
 The Outputs: 
     The panel discussion with thought leaders immediately following the meeting will be webcast, and 
available subsequently on our website, allowing an online portal for dissemination of the meeting's 
outcomes and global access to the conference's ideas. 
     Participants ς including many published authors - will be encouraged to write about all aspects of the 
conference.  Additionally, Mark WinstoƴΣ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ά.ŜŜ ¢ƛƳŜΥ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IƛǾŜΣέ 
will produce a readable and comprehensive post conference report that will be freely available online. 
We have engaged an experienced research assistant to coordinate note taking and summarize the 
extensive notes from breakout groups, insuring that all the conversations are included as part of the 
conference outcomes. 

http://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=2d7992d751&e=030e0b4b63
http://blogspot.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=916338cab3&e=030e0b4b63
http://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=e7b826b71d&e=030e0b4b63
http://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=ef1748e7ac&e=030e0b4b63
http://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=e5c0060ee1&e=030e0b4b63
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     Participants have regional and international influence and are the perfect conduit to disseminate 
information from the conference and work towards implementation of ideas generated.   Conference 
sessions will be devoted to addressing how those attending can carry the conference's outcomes back to 
their home communities. 
Conference Details: 
    Main Conference: 12/11/16 ς 12/13/16, Marconi Conference Center, Marshall, California 
    Panel Discussion: 12/14/16, 7:00pm, Dominican University of California, San Rafael 
Website address:  http://www.beeaudacious.com 
      
For more information, contact: 
Bonnie Morse, Project Manager 
info@beeaudacious.com 
tel: 415-250-9720 
 
 

Presidents Message 
by Wayne Pitts 

Cause of Death: HTS 

     HTS is the acronym for Hive Tool Syndrome; defined as the beekeeper inspecting the hive and causing 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ 
longer.  Any opening of the hive should be accompanied with a clear objective as to why the hive is 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  ΨL ǿŀƴǘκƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀǎƪ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ   CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōelow 
photograph. 

 

bƻǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ  IƛƴǘΥ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ άȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜέΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
physically seeing her.  If in the process of confirming her presence you see her, viola, you now have 
experience.  First is there open larva of various ages?  This means the queen was there and laid eggs in 
the past few days, 8 or less, since the larva is capped on day 8. 

http://blogspot.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=2560f77588&e=030e0b4b63
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How about eggs? This means she was here a day or so ago. 

 

 

 

As you can see, it is not required that you find the queen, just evidence that she is present and doing her 
job. 
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Techniques for finding the queen. 
Brute force ς examine each frame until you give up in frustration and find her on the lid that you have 
set aside.  Yes, this happens. 
Divide and conquer ς Have an empty box for holding examined frames available.  After opening the hive, 
remove one of the end frames, checking carefully for the queen. Using your hive tool as a lever, insert it 
into the gap between 5 and 6 and move the 4 frames as a unit towards the gap created when you 
removed the end frame.  Now you have created a gap that, in theory at least, the queen will not cross.  
Starting with the frame that was 5 or 6, remove it and check for a queen.  Set it aside, not back in the 
ōƻȄΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊΣ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
remaining frames, starting in the center.  When you find her, be very careful when placing the frame 
back in the hive.  Replace the other frames also very gently.  Wishing you good luck, hopefully, you 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ I¢{Φ 
 
 

May in the Beeyard 
My May Beekeeping To-Do List 

By Serge Labesque 
The spring of 2016:  It is one to celebrate! 
     L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƛŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΗ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
because of the beautiful bloom that the winter rains brought and which the bees are turning into 
gorgeous healthy colonies and fragranǘ ƘƻƴŜȅΦ  bƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻȅΦ  
LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ōŜŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ 
     Through the exchange and distribution of divides, the local beekeeping community is coming 
together, coordinating apiary work sessions, and working in unison to make sure that everyone receives 
bees.  And what bees!  Untreated, unfed survivor stock that came out of winter with remarkable vigor.  
This is beekeepers helping other beekeepers ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
healthy fun! 
     So many beekeepers have decided to share their bees with neighbors that the influx of non-local 
bees, packages, nucs and queens has been reduced.  In fact, there was a surplus of divides.  The day will 
come when the use and commerce of non-local bees will be a despicable aberration of the past.  We are 
finally taking care of our local bee populations, together. 
No doubt it was a botched procedure.  But why? 
     One afternoon, in ƭŀǘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǇƛŀǊȅ ς Having decided to produce a few 
queens, I went about preparing a cell-starter nuc, which is essentially a small queenless hive filled with 
young bees and stores.  A hive bottom and a super with a few frames that I had withdrawn from the 
brood chamber of a strong colony were placed on a bench.  The bees had been removed from these 
combs to make sure that the queen was not inadvertently placed in the cell-starter.  A queen excluder 
and an empty super were placed on top of the super that held the combs.  The next step was to shake 
bees from the brood nest of the colony into this super.  Whereas the young nurse bees could move 
through the queen excluder and down to their combs below it, the queen and the drones would be 
stopped by the excluder screen. 
     The bees that covered a first frame were dropped into this set-up.  I grabbed a second frame from the 
hive and, as I was about to shake more bees onto the excluder, I noticed that the bees I had just placed 
there were climbing out of the super!  Although my instinct was to stop at once, I continued to add 
more bees to stock the cell-starter.  A few puffs of smoke would certainly get them back inside and 
down through the excluder screen. 
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     Within minutes, the bees I had placed in the super were all moving out of it, climbing down the legs 
of the bench, and crawling away on the ground in all directions in a disorganized exodus. 
     The smoker?  Well, it was completely ineffective.  Actually, the bees seemed to prefer going into the 
smoke rather than toward their combs. 
     It took a while to gather the bees.  Quite a few of them were inevitably crushed, as they were 
ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  ! ǎƻōŜǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǊƴŀƎŜΧ 
     For a minute I thought that something in the set-up I had prepared was strongly repulsive to the 
bees.  Maybe the equipment had acquired an intolerable odor by being stored next to some weird 
product, for example.  But I promptly dismissed that thought because the bees refused to climb from 
the ground onto their own combs, which I tried to use to gather them.  In fact, the unexpected behavior 
of the bees became even more mystifying when I later found out that their queen, which was right there 
among them, did not cause them to assemble. 
     A semblance of a nuc was finally put together, but with no longer much hope of producing queen 
cells with it.  This point had become unimportant as the evening was approaching, and I wanted the 
bees to have a shelter before the cold arrived. 
      Although it seemed to be a catastrophic evening for the beautiful donor colony, I am happy to report 
that it produced five nice divides one week later and that its queen is now laying beautiful brood inside 
the nuc.  Thankfully, honey bees are remarkably resilient and forgiving animals.  But why did they 
behave as they did on that March evening?  Why did they reject their own combs, walk into the smoke 
and away from their queen?  Why did they disperse?  I still do not know the answer to these questions. 
     If anyone thinks they might have a clue, please let me know, as I want to learn as much as possible 
from this experience and avoid repeating it. 
     One thing I learned from the failed procedure is that I should have heeded the bees and followed my 
instinct:  I should have stopped as soon as I saw that the procedure was not going right. 
 
May in the apiaries 
     During the past two months, we have increased the volume of the brood chambers to permit the 
development of the colonies and to avoid honey bound conditions.  We added nectar storage and comb-
building space, and we regularly monitored the growth and health of the colonies.  The monitoring trays 
have been cleaned.  By mid-spring, the colonies that had shown signs of preparing for swarming had 
been divided.  The most intense and arduous part of the spring apiary work is done. 
     Yet, the intense forager activity we see in front of the hives reminds us that this is still the busy time 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƛŀǊƛŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ōŜŜǎΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ the hives 
are opened as wide as necessary to facilitate the bee traffic, but not to the point of causing a risk of 
ǊƻōōƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊŀƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻƴŜȅ Ŧƭƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
harvest that will help us forget the dismal crops of recent years.  They need enough nectar storage space 
in their comb to unload the nectar that is gathered in abundance.  At this time of year, additional supers 
are placed as soon as the previous ones are half full.  Alternatively or in combination with the addition of 
empty frames, we can harvest some of the early spring honey that is capped. 
     The brood chambers of the colonies that have not yet been divided still require the same sustained 
attention we provided during the past weeks, as they are approaching their maximum size for the year. 
     Because young bees produce much wax under these conditions, they can build new combs to replace 
the old ones.  Be sure to give the empty frames to work on.  New frames may be placed directly in the 
center of the brood nests of the mature colonies.  Doing this routinely pushes the older frames to the 
sides of the brood chambers, and they will be removed at the first opportunity, most likely in the fall. 
     The new colonies, divides or swarms we captured, are growing and gaining more strength by the day, 
led by their young and prolific queens.  Their management, which is sheer pleasure, cannot be 
neglected.  We give them more space, a few frames or occasionally a super.  Baiting the bees into the 
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new supers with some of the combs they are already working on is a very effective invitation to expand 
into the additional space. 
     Although this spring is a beautiful one, the usual dangers of the season still exist.  Chalkbrood and 
European foulbrood are among them.  When they occur, the brood combs need to be removed from the 
hives, as they will certainly become sources of recurrent contamination.  As long as the affected colonies 
still have enough strength, the bees will replace them with fresh comb in no time, thanks to the honey 
flow.  By the end of the month, California buckeye trees will be blooming.  The pollen they produce is 
toxic to bees.  Where these trees abound, they can present a real danger for the colonies that do not 
have access to other pollen sources, such as blackberry bushes, for example.  When alternate sources of 
pollen are not available, there is nothing more effective than moving the hives to different locations. 
     In spite of the rain we received this winter and in early spring, the ground moisture is still low, and 
summer dearth is looming.  So, we may enjoy some spring honey, but harvesting should be done 
cautiously in anticipation of the needs of the bees.  
     My hives are now in double-deep brood chambers, a hive configuration that I have occasionally 
mentioned here and recently in beekeeping classes.  I consider that this move benefits the bees as much 
as I enjoy it, which is greatly.  The observation of the bees on these tall combs reveals bee biology facts 
that I find fascinating.  Freed from the constraints that are imposed by our standard equipment, the 
bees organize their brood nests and their stores in these large combs differently than what we normally 
see.  So, I am inclined to think that it must a liberating change for the bees. 
 
In summary, this month: 
- Inspect hives regularly, when foragers are out in large numbers. 
- Open the entrances of hives to match the forager activity. 
- Avoid congestion of the brood nests. 
- Offer comb-building opportunities. 
- Add supers to provide nectar storage space. 
- Maintain adequate clustering space between the brood nests and the entrances. 
- Watch for signs of spring diseases. 
- Ensure adequate air circulation through the hives. 
- Perform hive divisions. 
- Follow up on earlier hive divisions. 
- Maintain sources of water for the bees. 
- Monitor swarm traps. 
- Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm. 
- Rear queens. 
- Pull weeds from around the hives. 
- Harvest only surplus early spring honey. 
- Discard old and misshapen combs. 
- Render wax from discarded frames. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 

 
                                                                                                                            Serge Labesque © 2016 
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And Then There Were Four! 
by Vicki Basham 

 

     Every time I think I'm getting to a decent place on the learning curve for honey bees, along comes an 
incident that brings me back to a humbling ground zero.  Here's one such incident: 
     Around noon on April 28, I looked out my back door and saw a magnificent swarm in the air, heading 
straight to my plum tree.  It landed nicely on a couple of isolated branches that I could easily reach, 
which was a welcomed relief.  I grabbed two medium hive boxes and a bottom board, taped them 
together, closed up the entrance and then put this hive on the ground near the swarm.  I then clipped 
off the three branches holding the bees and shook the bees into the hive.  I put the inner cover over 
most of the top and watched as the stragglers started their way up the front of the boxes and into the 
hive.  Nice.  Easy.  No problems at all. 
     And then things got interesting.   I rarely see the queen when I'm collecting swarms, but there she 
was, walking calmly along the top of the inner cover.  I wanted to grab one of the queen catchers in my 
pocket, but not wanting to lose her by taking time to find it, I gently steered her over the edge of the 
inner cover and into the hive.  I felt relieved to have seen the queen and know that she was inside. 
     It was fun to watch the bees as the remaining ones paraded up the front and into the hive.  But then 
lo and behold, right in the midst of the marching bees, I see a queen!  I thought, "I can't believe it's the 
same one.  She wouldn't have had time to get out and be where she is.   And I could swear she's a 
slightly different color."  This time, I got out my trusty queen catcher,  caught her and set her in the hive.   
The queen catcher has a 13-inch string attached to it and I looped that over the side of the hive so that I 
could easily retrieve her later.  I now felt especially confident of a successful swarm retrieval.  Whether 
she was the original queen or not, I now know with certainty I had at least one. 
     But then wouldn't you know it - yes, you may have guessed it - I see a third queen at the front of the 
hive!  As luck would have it, I had another other queen catcher in my pocket.  I was able to catch her, 
but when I looked at her closely, she didn't look as dark as when I saw her on the front of the hive.  
Nevertheless, I tied the first catcher to second and put both queens in the hive.   
     And then, I would never have thought it possible - I spied a fourth queen on the ground close to the 
hive.  She looked like the one that I was trying to catch just before.  This one appeared to be injured, and 
I wonder if I was the one who injured her by trying to catch her.  I quickly walked to the shed that has all 
my bee equipment and found a queen cage from an old package and put her in that for the time being.   
It still had a thumbtack attached to it and I pinned that queen cage to the inside of the swarm hive.  
Meanwhile, nearly all the bees were now inside. 
     Buck (my very significant other and lifter of heavy things) moved the hive to its permanent location, 
further up on a terrace with several other hives.  At this point, I didn't have a clue as to what to do with 
the four queens.  I quickly called a couple of fellow beekeepers and asked their advice.  Both suggested 
that I create some nucs, and that's exactly what I did.  I assumed I had at least three healthy queens, so I 
supplied two nucs with bees, brood and food from other hives.  When I opened up the hive with the 
swarm to get the queens, I noticed that the bees were completely ignoring all three caged queens and 
instead were all clustered together in the opposite corner, presumably around that first queen that I had 
brushed into the hive.  I placed two of the caged queens in their respective nucs; the third caged queen 
didn't survive.  I'll keep the queens in their cages for 24 hours, long enough for the bees in the nucs to 
get used to them. 
     I suspect that all three surviving queens are virgin queens, only because the one that was injured was 
noticeably larger.  The three queens may still have to mate.  I'll give them a couple weeks and start 
looking for eggs.  If it looks like the nucs are not going to work out, I'll combine them all and provide 
young larva.  So we'll see what happens.  Stay tuned! 
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     The moral of the story?  Whenever you hear or read about a specific honey bee rule of behavior, 
always insert the word "usually" in front of it! 
 
 

Drippings from the Extractor 
by Dave Stocks 

     Chances are bladderpod (Isomeris arborea) won't be featured in this newsletter as a "Plant of the 
Month".  Not that it doesn't have an important place in its environment.  It's just probably not a garden 
plant.  Let me explain. 
     My wife is from an old time cattle ranching family on the east side of the San Joaquin Valley near 
Bakersfield.  At one time, they had vast holdings that stretched from the valley bottom to nearly 4000 
feet in the Sierra foothills.  Many of these remain in the family and some are truly beautiful year round.  
Others not so much!  A case in point is the Horseshoe Ranch.  While beautiful in the spring when the 
grass is green and the flowers are blooming, by mid April it can become pretty bleak.  What's unique 
about the Horseshoe Ranch is that it was the headquarters for the entire operation.  As was common in 
the 1800's, it is the location of the family cemetery.  
     Every spring, usually around the first of April, the husband of my wife's cousin and I, spend a couple 
of days mowing the weeds around the headstones.  From its location on a hill top, you can see for miles.  
There is hardly a bush or tree in site.  However, mixed amongst the headstones are four or five 
bladderpods. 

 

 
The family cemetery with two bladderpods 

       Liking plants, and being a beekeeper, I always like to see what pollinators are present.  The 
bladderpods didn't disappoint me.  There were some wasp, a couple of bumble bees and ... a single 
honey bee.  How far that single bee flew to find that one bush is amazing.  The nearest house is at least 
two miles away!  Nature does provide! 
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A solitary honey bee working a bladderpod flower 

     A few days ago, the wife and I visited the Oakland Museum of California.  They currently have a great 
exhibit entitled "Bees - Tiny Insect, Big Impact".  If you're in Oakland, it's well worth the visit.  The rest of 
the museum is not bad either! 

 

Beekeeping exhibit at the Oakland Museum of California 
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     Finally, a chance to bare my soul.  Perhaps I should phrase it the" laments of a poor beekeeper".  Let 
me predicate things by saying beekeeping is fun.  Generally, at least for the hobbyist, it doesn't take a lot 
of effort. Above all, it should not be stressful.  I started the year with great plans.  I was going to increase 
my number of hives.  I was going to make splits.  I was going to raise queens.  Above all, I was going to 
let the bees do it their way.  By this I mean letting them draw their own comb instead of using a plastic 
foundation.  Well, they did it their way!!  It seems like almost every box I checked has been cross 
combed.  Rather than nice straight comb, front to back, the bees have drawn it out right to left or at 
angles across the frames.  You can imagine the destruction and mess that accompanies an inspection. 
What could I have done differently?  For starters, more frequent inspections earlier in the year would 
have identified these issues and an appropriate action could have been taken.  But things get busy in the 
spring.  There are rainy days, classes to teach, family events and grandkids to visit.  The lesson learned?  
Temper all great ideas with an evaluation of the time involved to complete them.  A few hives will 
tended are better than a lot ignored! 
     Sometimes the bees are going to do things that make absolutely no sense.  In early April, I captured a 
nice swarm in Hollister.  I placed it in two mediums with a feeder tray, inner cover and telescoping lid.  
Inside the feeder tray was a rectangular bowl in which I had put a honey/  wax mixture.  When I returned 
to check the hive about ten days later, there were no bees coming or going.  When I removed the lid, I 
found attached to the inner cover a perfectly rectangular comb that exactly matched the shape of the 
plastic bowl.  The picture below shows what was left after removing the inner cover.  There was not a 
single bee in any of the two medium boxes! 
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Calendar of Events 
Meetings 

 

May 2, 2016 

Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 
6:15 pm 

http://beeguild.org/ 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose 

1292 Minnesota Ave 
San Jose CA 95125 

 

May 3, 2016 
Gilroy Beekeepers Association 

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall, 7400 Monterey Rd. 

Gilroy, Ca 
http://www.uvasgold.com/gba/ 

"Splits" 
 

May 4, 2016 
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park, 2120 N. Pacific Ave. 

Santa Cruz, CA 
http://santacruzbees.com 

 
May 5, 2016 

Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 
7:00 pm 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
1106 Alameda de Pulgas 

San Carlos, CA 
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

Native Bees 
w/ Dr. Claire Kremen, UC Berkeley 

 
May 7, 2016 

Monterey Bay Beekeepers 
8:00 am 

http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 
 

 

 

 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.uvasgold.com/gba/
http://santacruzbees.com/
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/
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Classes and Conferences 

May 7: 2nd Annual Bee Symposium, U.C. Davis Honey & Pollination Center. Info 530-754-9301 or 
aharris@ucdavis.edu or http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events. 
 
May 14:  Intermediate Beekeeping with Serge Labesque.  Sponsored by the Gilroy Beekeepers 
Association.  For information, contact Vicki Basham at 831-601-4758 or Vicki@Emeraldegg.com. 
 
October 13-15:  Western Apicultural Society conference, Honolulu ,HI 

http://www.westernapiculturalsociety.org/ 

November 15-17:  California State Beekeepers Association annual conference, San Diego, CA 

http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/events.html 

 

 

mailto:aharris@ucdavis.edu
http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events
file:///C:/Users/Costco/Desktop/Vicki@Emeraldegg.com
http://www.westernapiculturalsociety.org/
http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/events.html
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