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Photo of the Month

Photo by Deborah Cottingham. This photo originally appeared in 8eptember 2014 issue.
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GBA News

There are some big changes ahead for the Gilroy Beekeepers Association. President Wayne Pitts
has announced that he will not seeketection. Wayne is one of two remaining founding members of
the GBA and the only one that has faithfully particimhgince its inception in 1997. The many things
that Wayne has done to make this a successful organization are innumerable. More on that in a
moment. First we need to talk about replacing him.

The office of president, as well as vice presiderntretary and treasurer are for one year terms.
Election of officers are held at the September meeting. All nominations need to be repeivei the
August 2, 2016 meeting. If you are interested in being an officer, or would like to nominate someone,
please contact Randy Foxsacretarygba@gilroybees.coon Dave Stocks aave.stocks@yahoo.cam
The dutes of each office are described in the Gilroy Beekeepers AssociaticemBy A copy is attached
at the end of this newsletter.

Current officers are:
President Wayne Pitts
Vice President Dave Stocks
Secretary Randy Fox
Treasure Vicki Basham

Wayne has spent hours doing things to help this organization. Two that immediately come to mind are
the ordering and distribution of packages and the management of the Associxti@ctor. Grant
Wolfe already ha already volunteeredo help with thepackagesWe need someone to take on the
responsibility for the extractor. This involves schedulisgse by GBA members and storing it when
not in use. If you are interested, please contact Dave Stocks.

President Wayne reports the completion af@her successful "package" seasdifayne picked up
103 packages in "some small town with only one stop'lightd returned them to his home. The
majority were picked up therlast Monday evening. Of the 1(8ackageseightyone went to GBA
members. Thanks to Wag for all his efforts.

Three down, one to go! So far this year, the GBA has sponsored and/or taught three classes. The
team of Vicki Basham, Randy Fox and Dave Stocks taught two Beginning Beekeeping classes. Bernardo
Nifio taught an intermediate abs on April 16Serge Labesquaill be teaching a class on May 14th.
Unfortunately for anyone who failed to sign fgr Serge's classhe class is full. Interest in all the
classes has been outstanding. Hopefully there well be more in the future.

The May meetingvill focus on "splits".Thee will also be time for a "round table" discussioBring
your questions!

News from the Bee World
The follow items come courtesy of Fran Bach.

HONEY BEE HEALTH & MANAGEMENT FEATURED AT UC DAVIS SYMPOSIUM

Yves L&€onte, Director of the French National Bee Lab and Dennis vanEnglesdorp, professor of
Entomology at the University of Maryland, will be speaking at the University of California, Davis, on
Saturday, May 7, 2016 during the 2nd Annual Bee Symposium: KeagadiBalthy. The Symposium,
held in the University Conference Center, is presented by the Honey and Pollination Center at the
Robert Mondavi Institute and the Departmeot Entomology and Nematology.

Le Conte, known throughout Europe for his work egsting varroa mites and their effects on honey
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Robinson athe University of lllinois to isolate the pheromone that helps regulate labor in the honey bee
colony. Le Conte has also worked with Mark Winston, Marion Ellis and many others throughout the

country. He now sits on the Advisory Board of the Bee Informeuh&ahip, a ground breaking

organization that helps beekeepers keep healthy and stronger colonies. A Le Conte interview, by MEA
McNeilwas featured in the April issue of Bee Culture magazine if you would like addiitidormation

on his program.
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an epidemiological approach to understanding and (importantly) improving honey bee health. This
approach is multfaceted, requiring understanding individuzde diseases and the large scale
monitoring of colony healthvanEnglesdormas one of several founders of the Bee Informed
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find out what was Killingdhem, beekeepers everywhere said that what they needed was a way to find
2dzi 6KIFG 20KSNJ 6SS1TSSLISNE RAR YR ¢gKAOK 2F (Kz2as$s
IANRdzL) 2F 2dzNJ O2dzy iNREQa Yzald AyFedsSgarl K2t RwOdz { dzN.

G¢KA&E A& F2Ay3 G2 65 | GSNB SEOAGAY3I {e&YLRaAdyIé
t 2ttt AYFrGA2Y /SYGSNI G GKS '/ 51 @Aa w20SNI a2y Rl OA
are we bringing together two leading resehecs for our keynote sessions, we will have presentations
from several other ground breaking entomologists in the state: Claire Kremen, a MacArthur Foundation
Fellow from UC Berkeley, Quinn McFrederick from UC Riverside and Rachel Vannette and Brian Johnso
from the UC Davis Departmedt¥ 9y G 2Y2ft 238 YR bSYlIG2f238 o¢
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exploring best management practices that help sustain the bee population for the future, we believe the
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Other Program Highlights

Graduate Student Research Poster Competition: Learn from the top geadualent entomologists
from UC Davis and UC Berkeley when they present their research theihgnchtime poster session.
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researchers and beekeepers will also give-fiiaute presentationgluring this lightning session.

Vendors and educational exhibits will line the corridors of the Conference Geittebeekeeping
equipment, honey tastings, coolshirts and bee clubs. The UC Bookstore will be on sitegélia and
honeyrelated books.
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Garden fe&uring appetizers, mead, cyser, local honey beers anasaortment of other beverages.

UC Davis was recently ranked No. 1 nationally for its Department of Entomology and Nematology,
and continues to lead the way in agricultural innovation and suatality, in part through fostering
pollinator-related research and conferences, like the Bee Symposium. The symposium is made possible
through a generous gift from the Springcreek Foundation grahsor Natural American Foods.

Tickets are $80, whichdludes breakfast, lunch and the reception. Student tickets are $20 (with valid
ID). To register for this event: http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events/2dE&-symposium. For more
information, contact Amina Harris: aharris@ucdavis.edu. For vendor opporturitietgct Liz Luu:
Luu@caes.ucdavis.edu.




ONE SHAKE, ONE HARVRHW ALMOND VARIETY HAS MULTIPLE TRAIT APPEAL ... AND WORRY
FOR BEEKEEPERS

A newalmond variety, Independence, is self fertile. The consequences to bees and besksepe
monumental. Go tdttp://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/03/23/471437025/witFbeesin-
trouble-almondfarmerstry-treesthat-dont-needemfor an excellent article from National Public Radio.

STARVATION HELPS BABY BEES BECOME STRONGER AS ADULTS

The stress of shotterm nutritional deprivation as larvae actually makes honeybeestical to the
world's food supply- more resilientto starvation as adults, a new study has foufi8urprisingly, we
found that shortterm starvation in the larval stage makes adult honey bees more adaptive to adult
starvation. This suggests that they have an anticipatory mechanism like solitary orgdoisSrsaid Ying
Wang, assistant research professor at Anez&tate University in the US.

The findings showed that when bees experienced starvation as larvae, they could reduce their
metabolic rate, maintain their blood sugar levels and use othesftadter than the control bees during
starvation. This increased the probability of their survival under a starvaitigation.

The anticipatory mechanism, also called "predictive adaptive response”, explains a possible
correlation between prenatalutritional stress and adult metabolic disorders such bssity and
diabetes in humans.

The researchers, in the study published in the Journal of Experimental Biology, found evidence of this
mechanism in several areas suchbabavior endocrine physilogy, metabolism athgene regulation in
the bees. "Manipulations during development may be able to increase the bees' resistance to
different stressors, much like how anmunizationworks," added Wang.

Managed honeybee colonies have declined iwide, down to 2.5 million today from 5 million in
the 1940s. This comes at a time when the global demand for food is rising to meet the nuiggds of
7.4 billion people.

A lack of adequate nutrition is blamed as one of many possible causesidory collapse disorder or
CCD- a mysterious syndrome that aaes a honeybee colony to die.

Parasites, pesticides, pathogens and environmental changes are also stressors believed responsible
for the decline of honeybees. Since multiple stresserare negatively impacting bee health, the new
findings may provide a different strategy to help solve the problem of colony collapse disthksler,
researchers concluded.

See more athttp://www.phoenixnews.net/index.php/sid/242732525#sthash.rIHC7dGU.dpuf

BEE AUDACIOUSYesented by beekeepers in Marin County (and beyond) viéha®wvork as a fiscal
sponsor.
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Bee Audacious for short!
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F2NJ 0§KS Cdzii dzNBeekeepers irQviain&8uhdy, Califérba, thought it was a great iBes!
why just a session®hy not a whole conference? 2 6 SQNXB g 2 NJ Ahf Bestbee mBS (I &2 YS
on the planet together for a working conference Decembetl312016. Be part of the solution and
help us mée this bee think tank happen!

Your financial support is very much needed to help make this all possible. Binyraar make a
donation to support conference expenses, including leader travel and accommodations, AV for panel
discussion, post conference writings and moféie current booster.com campaign will run until May
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15, 2016. Click here to order ahirt now:http://www.booster.com/beeaudacious30r go to:
http://www.beeaudacious.com/index.php/thdéundraising/and click on the word "donations" to
download the form tamake a donatia in any amount.

Mark your calendars for the panel discussion that will be live streamed at 7:00 pm PST on December
14, 2016 and available througtitp://www.beeaudacious.com (If you can make it to San Rafael, CA,
you can see it in person at Dominican University of Califoriiiae) ten conference Thought Leaders
(Tom Seeley, Marla Spivak, Mark Winston, Jim FraziemWHlett, Stephen Martin, Heather Mattila,

Chas Mraz, Francis Ratnieks, and Neal Williams) will be presenting the ideagepbgrthe twoeday
gathering.

Feeling audacious®alf of the 90 participants will be selected from submitted registration
applications. Seeking constructive, collaborative and thoughtful people who will bring experience from
a wide variety of fields that produce impacts on pollinators and how pollinators are viewed by the
general public. Applications available aliiip://beeaudacious.com/index.php/conference
The Vision:
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encourage wild pollinator diversity and abundance no longer serves beekeepers, farmers or the critical
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beekeepers as stewards of both managed aild bees, promoters of healthy environments, and
managers of econuically sustainable apiaries.

The Conference:

The Bee Audacious Conference will present a timely and unique opportunitydepth dialogue on
the latest ideas, research, and tewogy to advance survival of honeybee coésnibeekeeping, and
wild bees.

The Conference will be a thougptovoking gathering unlike any other conference. From December
11 to 13, guided by methodology used by the Simon Fraser University Cengalimgue and Thomas
{SStSeQa INIGAOES GCAQPS I +toAGa 2F | AIKEe& 9FFSOGAOBS
issues that are impacting the survival of bees and pollination will be explored. Ten experts (Tom Seeley,
Marla Spivak, Mark Witen, Jim Frazier, William Klett, Stephen Martin, Heather Mattila, Chas Mraz,
Francis Ratnieks, and Neal Williams) will be engaged as Thought Leaders in a format led by Dr. Mark
Winston, Professor and Senior Fellow at Simon Fraséd BrilE A ( & Qaaloguey 4§ NE F2NJ 54

The Thought Leaders will facilitate discussion between ninety individuals divided into nine working
groups in active dialogue, using an agenda developed in advance by the participants themselves. The
Thought Leaders will recommend 45 indivitufor participation. The other 45 participants will be
selected from Confergce registration applications.

After two days of higlevel collaboration, the Thought Leaders will present the findings at a Panel
Discussion held at Dominican UniversityCaflifornia on December 14. The Panel will be open to the
general public, livestreamed and posted to thettp://www.beeaudacbus.conmwebsite. Dr. Mark
Winston will write the Proceedings fautfire posting to the website.

The Outputs:

The panel discussion with thought leaders immediately following the meeting will be webcast, and
available subsequently on our website, allogran online portal for dissemination of the meeting's
outcomes and global aess to the conference's ideas.

Participantsg including many published authorsvill be encouraged to write about all aspects of the
conference.Additionally, Mark Winstg = 6+ NR @gAYYyAy3 I dziK2NJ 2F a&a. SS ¢,
will produce a readable and comprehensive post conference report that will be freely available online.
We have engaged an experienced research assistant to coordinate note taking and summearize t
extensive notes from breakout groups, insuring that all the conversations are included a$ e
conference outcomes.
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Participants have regional and international influence and are the perfect conduit to disseminate
information from the confeence and work towards implementation of ideas generatétionference
sessions will be devoted to addressing how those attending can carry the conference's outecmkés b
their home communities.

Conference Details:

Main Conference: 12/11/16 12/13/16, Marconi Conference Center, Marshall, California

Panel Discussion: 12/14/16, 7:00pm, Dominican Usiteof California, San Rafael
Website addresshttp://www.beeaudacious.com

For more information, contact;
Bonnie Morse, Project Manager
info@beeaudacious.com

tel: 4152509720

Presidents Message
by Wayne Pitts
Cause of Death: HTS

HTS is the acronym for Hive Tool Syndrome; defined as the beekeeper inspecting the hive and causing
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longer. Any opening of the hive should &ecompanied with a clear objective as to why the hive is
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physically seeing her. Ifihe process of confirming her presence you see her, viola, you now have

experience. Firstis there open larva of various ages? This means the queen was there and laid eggs in

the past few days, 8 or less, since the larva is capped on day 8.
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As you can see, it is not required that you find the queen, just evidence that she is present and doing her
job.



Techniques for finding the queen.

Brute forceq examine each frame until you give up indtration and find her on the lid that you have

set aside. Yes, this happens.

Divide and conquet Have an empty box for holding examined frames available. After opening the hive,
remove one of the end frames, checking carefully for the queen. Usingwaritool as a lever, insert it

into the gap between 5 and 6 and move the 4 frames as a unit towards the gap created when you
removed the end frame. Now you have created a gap that, in theory at least, the queen will not cross.
Starting with the framehat was 5 or 6, remove it and check for a queen. Set it aside, not back in the
02EZ YR O2yiAydzsS 62NJAy3 2yS FNIYS G | GAYS G256
remaining frames, starting in the center. When you find her, be very dasfen placing the frame

back in the hive. Replace the other frames also very gently. Wishing you good luck, hopefully, you
g2y Qi 0S02YS | @GAOGAY 2F 1 ¢{ o

May in the Beeyard

My May Beekeeping T-®o List
BySerge Labesque

The spring of 2016: It is orte celebrate!
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because of the beautiful bloom that the winter rains brought and which the bees are turning into
gorgeous healthy colonies and fragian K2 y S & ¢ b2 AdQa y20X | fGK2dAK &
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Through the exchange and distribution of divides, the local beekeeping communityisg
together, coordinating apiary work sessions, and working in unison to make sure that everyone receives
bees. And what bees! Untreated, unfed survivor stock that came out of winter with remarkable vigor.
This is beekeepers helping other beekeepe A £ S R2Ay 3 | 20 2F 3I22R F2NJ i
healthy fun!

So many beekeepers have decided to share their bees with neighbors that the influx-lotabn
bees, packages, nucs and queens has been reduced. In fact, there was a sutipide®f The day will
come when the use and commerce of plmeal bees will be a despicable aberration of the p&%¥t are
finally taking care of our local bee populations, together
No doubt it was a botched procedure. But why?

One afternoon, i I G S al NOK 0 I ¥ &Habigydecide8 6 pr&iGceisfdld a | LIA I NEB
gueens, | went about preparing a esthrter nuc, which is essentially a small queenless hive filled with
young bees and stores. A hive bottom and a super with a few frames hilaat withdrawn from the
brood chamber of a strong colony were placed on a bench. The bees had been removed from these
combs to make sure that the queen was not inadvertently placed in thestzeter. A queen excluder
and an empty super were placed tp of the super that held the combs. The next step was to shake
bees from the brood nest of the colony into this super. Whereas the young nurse bees could move
through the queen excluder and down to their combs below it, the queen and the drones wauld b
stopped by the excluder screen.

The bees that covered a first frame were dropped into thisiget | grabbed a second frame from the
hive and, as | was about to shake more bees onto the excluder, I noticed that the bees | had just placed
there wereclimbing out of the super! Although my instinct was to stop at once, | continued to add
more bees to stock the cedtarter. A few puffs of smoke would certainly get them back inside and
down through the excluder screen.




Within minutes, the beesHad placed in the super were all moving out of it, climbing down the legs
of the bench, and crawling away on the ground in all directions in a disorganized exodus.

The smoker? Well, it was completely ineffective. Actually, the bees seemed to goefgrinto the
smoke rather than toward their combs.

It took a while to gather the bees. Quite a few of them were inevitably crushed, as they were
SOSNEGKSNB P I 420 SNAyYy3I OF Nyl 3ISX

For a minute | thought that something in the agi | had prepard was strongly repulsive to the
bees. Maybe the equipment had acquired an intolerable odor by being stored next to some weird
product, for example. But | promptly dismissed that thought because the bees refused to climb from
the ground onto their own cotws, which | tried to use to gather them. In fact, the unexpected behavior
of the bees became even more mystifying when | later found out that their queen, which was right there
among them, did not cause them to assembile.

A semblance of a nuc was fllyaput together, but with no longer much hope of producing queen
cells with it. This point had become unimportant as the evening was approaching, and | wanted the
bees to have a shelter before the cold arrived.

Although it seemed to be a catastraplevening for the beautiful donor colony, | am happy to report
that it produced five nice divides one week later and that its queen is now laying beautiful brood inside
the nuc. Thankfully, honey bees are remarkably resilient and forgiving animalsathydid they
behave as they did on that March evening? Why did they reject their own combs, walk into the smoke
and away from their queen? Why did they disperse? | still do not know the answer to these questions.

If anyone thinks they might havectue, please let me know, as | want to learn as much as possible
from this experience and avoid repeating it.

One thing I learned from the failed procedure is that | should have heeded the bees and followed my
instinct: | should have stopped as sasl savithat the procedure was not going right.

May in the apiaries

During the past two months, we have increased the volume of the brood chambers to permit the
development of the colonies and to avoid honey bound conditions. We added rstotage and comb
building space, and we regularly monitored the growth and health of the colonies. The monitoring trays
have been cleaned. By rgring, the colonies that had shown signs of preparing for swarming had
been divided. The most intense aadiuous part of the spring apiary work is done.

Yet, the intense forager activity we see in front of the hives reminds us that this is still the busy time
2T 0KS @SINJAY GKS | LAFNARSAD 2 S KIF@S (hehieSS L) dzLJ
are opened as wide as necessary to facilitate the bee traffic, but not to the point of causing a risk of
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harvest that will help us forget thdismal crops of recent years. They need enough nectar storage space
in their comb to unload the nectar that is gathered in abundance. At this time of year, additional supers
are placed as soon as the previous ones are half full. Alternatively omisirzation with the addition of
empty frames, we can harvest some of the early spring honey that is capped.

The brood chambers of the colonies that have not yet been divided still require the same sustained
attention we provided during the past weelas they are approaching their maximum size for the year.

Because young bees produce much wax under these conditions, they can build new combs to replace
the old ones. Be sure to give the empty frames to work on. New frames may be placed dirtbetly in
center of the brood nests of the mature colonies. Doing this routinely pushes the older frames to the
sides of the brood chambers, and they will be removed at the first opportunity, most likely in the fall.

The new colonies, divides or swarms eaptured, are growing and gaining more strength by the day,
led by their young and prolific queens. Their management, which is sheer pleasure, cannot be
neglected. We give them more space, a few frames or occasionally a super. Baiting the bees into the

9



new supers with some of the combs they are already working on is a very effective invitation to expand
into the additional space.

Although this spring is a beautiful one, the usual dangers of the season still exist. Chalkbrood and
European foulbroodre among them. When they occur, the brood combs need to be removed from the
hives, as they will certainly become sources of recurrent contamination. As long as the affected colonies
still have enough strength, the bees will replace them with fresh commo time, thanks to the honey
flow. By the end of the month, California buckeye trees will be blooming. The pollen they produce is
toxic to bees. Where these trees abound, they can present a real danger for the colonies that do not
have access to othigoollen sources, such as blackberry bushes, for example. When alternate sources of
pollen are not available, there is nothing more effective than moving the hives to different locations.

In spite of the rain we received this winter and in earlyrsgprthe ground moisture is still low, and
summer dearth is looming. So, we may enjoy some spring honey, but harvesting should be done
cautiously in anticipation of the needs of the bees.

My hives are now in doubldeep brood chambers, a hive configtion that | have occasionally
mentioned here and recently in beekeeping classes. | consider that this move benefits the bees as much
as | enjoy it, which is greatly. The observation of the bees on these tall combs reveals bee biology facts
that | findfascinating. Freed from the constraints that are imposed by our standard equipment, the
bees organize their brood nests and their stores in these large combs differently than what we normally
see. So, | am inclined to think that it must a liberating ¢gieeior the bees.

In summary, this month:

- Inspect hives regularly, when foragers are out in large numbers.

- Open the entrances of hives to match the forager activity.

- Avoid congestion of the brood nests.

- Offer combbuilding opportunities.

- Add supers to prade nectar storage space.

- Maintain adequate clustering space between the brood nests and the entrances.
- Watch for signs of spring diseases.

- Ensure adequate air circulation through the hives.

- Perform hive divisions.

- Follow up on earlier hive divisions.

- Maintain sources of water for the bees.

- Monitor swarm traps.

- Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm.
- Rear queens.

- Pull weeds from around the hives.

- Harvest only surplus early spring honey.

- Discard old and misshapen combs.

- Render waxrom discarded frames.

- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment.

Serge Labesque © 2016
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And Then There Were Four!
by Viki Basham

Every time | think I'm getting to a decent place on the learning curve for honey bees, along comes an
incident that brings me back to a humbling ground zero. Here's one such incident:

Around noon on April 28, | looked out my back door and saw a magnificent swarm in the air, heading
straight to my plum tree. It landed nicely on a couple of isolated branches that | could easily reach,
which was a welcomed relief. | grabbed two madihive boxes and a bottom board, taped them
together, closed up the entrance and then put this hive on the ground near the swarm. | then clipped
off the three branches holding the bees and shook the bees into the hive. | put the inner cover over
most ofthe top and watched as the stragglers started their way up the front of the boxes and into the
hive. Nice. Easy. No problems at all.

And then things got interesting. | rarely see the queen when I'm collecting swarms, but there she
was, walking almly along the top of the inner cover. | wanted to grab one of the queen catchers in my
pocket, but not wanting to lose her by taking time to find it, | gently steered her over the edge of the
inner cover and into the hive. | felt relieved to have stenqueen and know that she was inside.

It was fun to watch the bees as the remaining ones paraded up the front and into the hive. But then
lo and behold, right in the midst of the marching bees, | see a queen! | thought, "I can't believe it's the
same one. She wouldn't have had time to get out and be where she is. And | could swear she's a
slightly different color." This time, | got out my trusty queen catcher, caugharset her in the hive.

The gueen catcher has a-Ii&h string attachd to it and | looped that over the side of the hive so that |
could easily retrieve her later. | now felt especially confident of a successful swarm retrieval. Whether
she was the original queen or not, | ndwowwith certainty | had at least one.

But then wouldn't you know ityes, you may have guessed litsee a third queen at the front of the
hive! As luck would have it, | had another other queen catcher in my pocket. | was able to catch her,
but when | looked at her closely, she didobk as dark as when | saw her on the front of the hive.
Nevertheless, | tied the first catcher to second and put both queens in the hive.

And then, | would never have thoughtpiossible- | spied a fourth queen on the ground close to the
hive. She looked like the one that | was trying to catch just before. This one appeared to be injured, and
I wonder if | was the one who injured her by trying to catch her. | quickly walked to the shed that has all
my bee equipment and found a queen cage framold package and put her in that for the time being.

It still had a thumbtack attached to it and | pinned that queen cage to the inside of the swarm hive.
Meanwhile, nearly all thbees werenow inside.

Buck (my very significant other and liftef heavy things) moved the hive to its permanent location,
further up on a terrace with several other hives. At this point, | didn't have a clue as to what to do with
the four queens. | quickly called a couple of fellow beekeepers and asked the&.aBwath suggested
that | create some nucs, and that's exactly what | did. | assumed | had at least three healthy queens, so |
supplied two nucs with bees, brood and food from other hives. When | opened up the hive with the
swarm to get the queens, | niged that the bees were completely ignoring all three caged queens and
instead were all clustered together in the opposite corner, presumably around that first queen that | had
brushed into the hive. | placed two of the caged queens in their respectts the third caged queen
didn't survive. I'll keep the queens in their cages for 24 hours, long enough for the bees in the nucs to
get used to them.

| suspect that all three surviving queens are virgin queens, only because the one that was igsired w
noticeably larger. The three queens may still have to mate. I'll give them a couple weeks and start
looking for eggs. If it looks like the nucs are not going to work out, I'll combine them all and provide
young larva. So we'll see what happens.y Staed!
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The moral of the story? Whenever you hear or read about a specific honey bee rule of behavior,
always insert the word "usually" in front of it!

Drippings from the Extractor
by Dave Stocks

Chances arbladderpod(lsomeris arboreayon't be featured in this newsletter as "Plant of the
Month". Not that it doesn't have an important place in its environment. It's just probably not a garden
plant. Let me explain.

My wife is from an old time cattle ranching family on the east sidihe San Joaquin Valley near
Bakersfield. At one time, they had vast holdings that stretched from the valley bottom to nearly 4000
feet in the Sierra foothills. Many of these remain in the family and some are truly beautiful year round.
Others not sanuch! A case in point is the Horseshoe Rantfhile beautiful inthe spring when the
grass is green and the flowers are blooming, by mid April it can become pretty Méwlt's unique
about theHorseshoeRanch is that it was the headquarters for thdiemoperation. As was common in
the 1800's, it is the location of the family cemetery.

Every spring, usually around the first of April, the husband of my wife's cousin and |, spend a couple
of days mowing the weeds around the headstones. Ftsiocation on a hill top, you can see for miles.
There is hardly a bush or tree in site. However, mixed amongst the headstones are four or five
bladderpods.

The family emeterywt two bladderpds

Liking plants, and being a beekeeper, | awikygsto see what pollinators are presenThe
bladderpods didn't disappoint me. There were some wasp, a couple of bumble bees and ... a single
honey bee. How far that single bee flew to find that one bush is amazing. The nearest house is at least
two miles away!Nature does provide!
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A solitary honey bee working a bladderpod flower

A few days agdhe wife and | visited the Oakland Museum of California. They currently have a great
exhibit entitled "Bees Tiny Insect, Big Impact”. If you're in Oakland, it's well worth the visit. The rest of
the museum is not bad either!

Beekeeping exhibit ahe Oakland Museum of California
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Finally, a chance to bare my soul. Perhaps | should phrase it the" laments of a poor beekeeper”. Let
me predicate things by sayimigekeeping is fun. Generally, at least for the hobbyist, it doesn't take a lot
of effort. Above all, it shouldot be stressful | started the year with great plans. | was going to increase
my number of hives. | was going to make splits. | was going to tzesms; Above all, | was going to
let the bees do it their way. By this | mean letting them draw their own comb instead of using a plastic
foundation. Well, they did it their way!! It seems like almost every box | checked has been cross
combed. Rathethan nice straight comb, front to back, the bees have drawn it out right to left or at
angles across the frames. You can imagine the destruction and mess that accompanies an inspection.
What could | have dondifferently? For starters, more frequent inggtions earlier in the year would
have identified these issues and an appropriate action could have been taken. But things get busy in the
spring. There are rainy days, classes to teach, family evenggrandkids to visit. The lesson learned?
Temperall great ideas with an evaluation of the time involved to complete them. A few hives will
tended are better than a lot ignored!

Sometimes the bees are going to do things that make absolutely no sense. In early April, | captured a
nice swarm irHollster. | placé it in two mediums with a feeder tray, inner cover and telescoping lid.
Inside the feeder tray was a rectangular bowl in which | had put a Homay mixture. When | returned
to check the hive about ten days later, there were no bees comimggping. When | removed the lid, |
found attached to the inner cover a perfectly rectangular comb that exactly matched the shape of the
plastic bowl. The picture below shows what was left after removing the inner cover. There was not a
single bee inay of the two medium boxes!
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Calendar of Events
Meetings

May 2, 2016
Santa Clara ValldBeekeepers Guild
6:15 pm
http://beequild.org/
Dwell Christian Church San Jose
1292 Minnesota Ave
San Jose CA 95125

May 3 2016
Gilroy Beekeepers Association
7:00 pm
Old City Hall, 7400 Monterd3d.
Gilroy, Ca
http://www.uvasgold.com/gba/
"Splits"

May 4, 2016
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild
6:30 pm
El Rio Mobile Home Park, 2120 N. Pacific Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA
http://santacruzbees.com

May 5, 2016
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo
7:00 pm
Trinity Presbyterian Church
1106 Alameda de Pulgas
San Carlos, CA
http://www.sanmateobeequild.org/
Native Bees
w/ Dr. Claire Kremen, UC Berkeley

May 7, 2016
Monterey Bay Beekeepers
8:00 am
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/
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Classes and Conferences

May 7: 2nd Annual Bee Symposium, U.C. Davis Honey & Pollination Center. {8301 or
aharris@ucdavis.edor http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events

May 14: Intermediate Beekeeping with Serge Labesque. Sponsored by the Gilroy Beekeepers
Association. For information, contact Vicki Basham at@3Bt4758 orVicki@Emeraldegg.com.

October 1315: Western Apicultural Society conference, Honolulu ,HI
http://www.westernapiculturalsocietyorg/

November 1517: California State Beekeepers Association annual conference, San Diego, CA
http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/events.html
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