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Important Announcement
Package Orders

Now is the time to order your packageshe price is $83.00 forembers, $90.00 for nen
members if you order before April @015. After April 6, the price jumps to $95.00 for
members and $105.00 for nemembers. Delivery will be the 2nd or 3rd week in April.

What do you get?3 pounds of bees plus a marked queen.

Please pagither at GBAmeeting orby check made out t&ilroy Beekeepers Association
and mail to:

Dave Stocks
5530 Karen Court
Gilroy CA 95020

Any questions can be directed to Wayne Pitis@tts@garlic.com
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Photo ofthe Month

A bumble bee working a flower at the UC Santa Cruz Arboretum
Photo by Laura Stocks



Getting to Know Each Other!
by Vicki Basham

This month, we're getting to know a club member with quite the entrepreneurial spirit.

Naeem Afzal has a "normal" job as a computer engineer with Intel, but about nine years ago he
thought he might also try his hand at producing almonds. He vemrad by his brothefin-

law, who raises oranges in the Central Valley. He bought 80 acres, and it's because of the
almonds that he is well acquainted with beekeeping; "I have to rent 300 hives to pollinate my
trees, and it's getting more expensive eygear,” he says.

To save the cost of renting bees each year, Naeem would like to figure out how he might be
able to outright own all the bees he needs. He lives on five acres in Gilroy where he could easily
keep the hives when they are not in hisnaind orchard, but there is not enough forage in the
area to sustain the colonies year round. He has been talking to other beekeepers, but has yet
to find a practical way to keep so many hives.

In the meantime, Naeem is in the process of learning asmie can about keeping bees.

Three years ago he bought two colonies, but neither of them survived the year. One colony had
a failing queen, and he believes he may have taken too much honey from the other. He bought



three colonies last year and two tifose have made it through the winter. "I'm using more of a
hands off approach this time around,” he says. "The main thing I've learned so far is that there
is no one way to keep bees."

When asked of his most memorable moment regarding bees, Naeehghite the story to
tell. "In my very first year of raising almonds, | saw that were a few rows in the orchard that my
helper had not mowed. | decided to go ahead and hop on the tractor and mow them myself.
The minute | started the engine, which iskes a LOT of noise, | was swarmed by hundreds of
bees from sixteen colonies on four pallets that happened to be very close by! In a panic, | tried
to drive the tractor out of the area but the accelerator stuck and the clutch wasn't working. My
head, eas and neck were covered with bees. | ended up running as fast as | could with a sheet
around my head. My father had to take me to the drug store right away for some
antihistamine."

In spite of his rather unpleasant experience, Naeem admires hoeegy.b'l really like the
order in bee colonies," he says. "The more | learn, the more I'm amazed. It's like another
universe!"

News From The Bee World

Editors Note: The first article is by member Vicki Basham who experienced a rather rarendwamt i
bee yard. Hopefully as time goes on we will be able to provide more information.

A Swarm Invades My Hive!
by Vicki Basham
It almost sounds like the title of an article in the National Enquirer, doesn't it? Yet it

actually happened to one @iy colonies. Here's an account of the most unusual bee events
I've ever encountered.

Early in the morning of March 25, | was outdoors feeding animals when | heard that
unmistakable sounda swarm! It settled on an owdf-reach branch in an oak trée my back
yard. | already had a bait hive in the same tree, decked out with brood comb and a lovely
lemongrass scent. Hopefully, the swarm would move right in. After all, wasn't that why the
swarm had chosen that tree?

Well apparently not. | wiahed the swarm all that morning; it showed no interest
whatsoever in the home | had chosen for it. | put a second bait hive nearby with the hopes that
perhaps this new option would pique the swarm's interest. Several more hours went by but the
bees paicho interest in either box.

| decided to take a closer look at the swarm with binoculars to see if | could detect any
waggle dances. | saw several, and what was really interesting is that they all seemed to be
indicating entirely different locatia® One bee pointed diagonally down to the left. Another
pointed diagonally up to the right. And another seemed to go straight out to side. It appeared
that the bees were contemplating a multitude of home possibilities. One of the dancers was
carryingbig baskets of pollenperhaps she was excited about a wonderful flower patch.
Evening came and the swarm stayed put in the oak tree. The next morning, just as the sun's
rays touched the swarm, it began to dissipate. Where would it go? Would it Ilea\ada



altogether or would it choose one of the two delightful homes | had provided for it?
Unfortunately, the swarm chose neither. My disappointment that it was ignoring both bait
hives was replaced with horror when | discovered that instead, thersveiose to move into
two hives that were already occupied!
At this point, it might be helpful if you have the lay of the land where all this occurred. | have

six colonies that are all located downhill of the oak where the swarm landed. Alivibe dre
within fifty feet of the oak. Five of the hives are splits that were made within the last two
weeks; one of hives that were attacked had just been split two days prior to this event, the
other hive was a twaveekold split . The hives being irded were not next to each other;
there was a hive between them that was also split two days before

The next couple hours weren't pretty; the entrances to the hives were a battlefield. Oddly
enough, after even more time went by, it appeared that the swat the twoday-old split hive
had simply changed its mind, left, and joined in on the invasion of the other hive. By nightfall,
the takeover was complete, and it appeared as if nothing had happened at all.

After doing a lot of research, | discered that what | had witnessed actually has a narnte

is called a usurpation. Dr. Wyatt Mangum wrote about this unusual phenomenon in the
December 2010, and January and February 2011 issues of the American Bee Journal. (The ABJ
was kind enough to enilahe first article to me.) He writes that in a usurpation, a {aéason
swarm decides to move into an existing colony's hive because it is too late to build its own
comb and stock it with provisions before winter arrives. The swarm moves in, ¢cbeers
existing queen with bees to "heat" it to death, and at the same time protects its own queen in a

Half of the swarm approaches a queenless-tiay old split



ball of bees. Once the resident queen is killed, the swarm's queen is released and moves in t
take over. The resident bees become accustomed to the new queen and everything goes on as
before.

One obvious difference between Dr. Mangum's observations and what | withessed is the

Other half of the swarm approaches a twmeeek old split wittrecently hatched queen

timing; there is still a honey flow going on and plenty of time for a swarm to build its own nest
in an empty cavity. I've written to Dr. Mangum and hope to hear of any additional information
or research that may be out there on tisebject.

| feel extremely lucky to have been able to witness such an event. But at the same time, it
was rather sad to know that the queen in the usurped hive has most likely been destroyed. The
gueen in that hive had just hatched actually head her piping just two days before the
usurpation. For all | know, she could have been out on a mating flight. What a surprise she
would have had when she returned.

The following two articles come to us courtesy of Fan Bach.

OVER MILLION PRESS OBAMA TO PROTECT BEES

Press Release from Pesticide Action Network

A coalition of beekeepers, farmers, business leaders, environmental and food safety
advocates rallied in front of the Whitdouse March 4th and delivered more than 4 million
petition signatures today calling on the Obama administration to put forth strong protections
for bees and other pollinators. This action anticipates the Pollinator Health Task Force



recommendations, expeed later this month. The task force, announced by the White House
this past June, is charged with improving pollinator health through new agency regulations and
partnerships. The assembled groups demand that the recommendations include decisive action
on rampant use of neonicotinoids, a class of systemic insecticides scientists sayriaeg d
factor in bee declines.
The rally coincided with both a D.C. metro ad campaign and Representatives Earl
Blumenauer (Bn w0 | YR W2 K4L) réinod® G NBR 9a 285 0 KS { I gAy 3 | Y8
Act, which would suspend the use of four of the most toxic neonicotinoids until the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducts a full review of their s&epresentative
£ dzYSy | dzSNE &l AdRanly vital ® & $udtajnable 2iviEonnteMN,But key to a
stable food supply. In fact, one out of every three bites of food we eat is from a crop pollinated
by bees. It is imperative that we take a step back to make sure we understand all the factors
involved in bee population decline and move swiftly tdB G SO0 2 dzNJ L2t ft Ayl (2 NA
G¢KS 9t! LXlya (2 61 AG dzyGAf wnmy 08BFR2NBE NBC
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sustainability and to our economy.am urging all of my colleagues to please protect our
pollinators and supportthe Sa¢id ! YSNR Ol Q& t 2t f Ayl d2NR ! Ol d¢
G! YSNRAOI Qa 0SS{USSLISNER OFlyyz2i Slaite adzaNIBAGS
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used to coat seeds or as sprays, are weakening and killing our bees and threatening the
livelihood of the beekeepers who are so intimately tie®@ 2 dzNJ yIF GA2yda F22R &c
In a letter on Monday, more than 125 conservation, beekeepingg &afety, religious,
ethnic and farming advocacy groups urged President Obama and the EPA to take swift and
meaningful action to address the impacts of toxic pesticides on pollinator species. The
European Union passed a twyear moratorium on three of thenost widely used
YyS2yAO2GAYy2ARa: &S0 GKS 9t! KIFa | LLNRFOKSR (K
nationally recognize the importance of pollinators to the wading of the economy, people,
YR SO02aeaidSyas é-ExdchtivefDecdNEryen BuSindssANEtwoEk arid Bryan
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sustainability support strong federal action to protect pollinators from pesticides linked to their
dedine; now is the timgi 2 | Ol @ ¢
While advocates remain hopeful, they also made it clear that voluntary, enforceable
proposals from the task force are unacceptable. Federal agencies have hinted at continued
efforts to promote more of the same voluntary farming managemeipractices, insignificant
pesticide label changes, and weak state pollinator plans. And advocates contend that without
new, meaningful protections, the Task Force mayalty do more harm than good.
GDAGSY (KS KAauld2NRO paiBatdisi heSs, buterfligskui bitd® LJdzt | (A 2
it is critical that the President and White House Task Force show forceful leadership in
addressing all factors contributing to the crisis, with the suspension of neonicotinoid
insecticides being a criticalysnOS a &l NB | OG A2y >¢é alF AR WLHe CStRYI
Pesticidesg R ¢ K2 &alLl21S 4 (2RIFeQa Nrtfeo
Neonicotinoids are a class of pesticides known to have acute and chronic effects on honey



bees and other pollinator species and are considexadajor factor in overall population

declines. A growing body of independent science links a class of pesticides called neonicotinoids
to bee declines, both alone and in combination with other factors like disease and malnutrition.
Twenty-nine independentcientists conducted a global review of 1,121 independent studies

and found overwhelming evidence of pesticides linked to bee declines. Neonicotinoids are also
slow to break down, causing them to build up in the environmantl endangering a whole

range d beneficial specieshit inhabit these ecosystems.

The 4 million signatures were collected by Avaaz, Beyond Pesticides, the Center for Biological
Diversity, Center for Food Safety, CREDO, Earthjustice, Environment America, Food and Water
Watch, Foodemocracy Now!, Friends of the Earth U.S., Green America, MoveOn, Organic
Consumers Association, Pesticide Action Network, Save Our Environment, TakePart, and Toxic
Free North Carolina.

Bee Apocalypse? Honey Production Up 19 Patce
PUBLISHED IN SeedWORLD 11:45 AM, 03/24/2015

The United States Department of Agriculture released its honey report for 2014, and found
GKFGd RSaALAGS 6FNyYyAy3Ia Foz2dzi 'y AYLSYRAYy3 ao0SS
Honey production in 2014 from producers with five or more coler@aled 178 million
pounds, up 19 percent from 2013. There were 2.74 million colonies producing honey in 2014,
up 4 percent from 2013. Yield per colony averaged 65.1 pounds, up 15 percent from the 56.6
pounds in 2013, the reports states.

Colonies wkth produced honey in more than one state were counted in each state where
the honey was produced. Therefore, at the United States level yield per colony may be
understated, but total production would not be impacted. Colonies were not included if honey
was not harvested. Producer honey stocks were 41.2 million pounds on Dec. 15, 2014, up 8
percent from a year earlier. Stocks held by producers exclude those held under the commodity
loan program.

Ga2NB (G2 GKS LRAYy(d |a (2 hdr&8how@h Y2y A2dzi RSO
neonicotinoids are impacting bee health, the total number of beehives today is higher than it
glra Ay mpdp HKSYy yS2yAio0aszs a GKSe&@ INB 2FGSy O
Entine of The Genetic Literacy Project in respong@eaeport.

See the entire article dittp://seedworld.com/beeapocalypsenoneyproductionup-19-

percent/

President's Message
by Wayne Pitts

Lightning Bees of California

| am astonished that there are so many educated people that never knew that honey bees


http://seedworld.com/bee-apocalypse-honey-production-up-19-percent/
http://seedworld.com/bee-apocalypse-honey-production-up-19-percent/

would mate with lightning bugs. But I tell you it was common practice among bees and

lightening bugs in the forests of California where | omoed and worked as a prospector. Off in

the region near a place called Vinegar Pond, where Pickled Cucumbers grew on vines and upon
which we fatted and pickled pork on the hoof, and where the giant California trees grew, it was

no uncommon thing for the u® discover in the hollow of some of these gigantic trees

immense swarms of bees that worked a night force who were provided with illuminating wings.

In fact, it was necessary for such an economy among bees in that region in order to fill the

hollows ofthese gigantic trees. It was in this great forest, where | witnessed a remarkable

conflict between California honeybees and yellow jackets.

While prospecting, we happened upon a gigantic bee tree, the hollow of which was so large

GKI G &2dz O2dz R Sl airte KI@GS LIIFOSR GKS DAfNREQ
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with thousands of tons of the most delicious honey you ever tasted. There was a large stream

of honey that flowed from a crack in this tree to a depression in the ground about an eighth of a

mile distant, forming a lakef pure honey that was several yards across.

This lake was surrounded by California bears that fattened on this honey. They would toil
Fo2dzi Wl 2ySe [F1SWxE +ta ¢S OFfftSR Al (KNRdAAK
t 2 y R W Idistant, ¥ fuerieh their inordinate thirst created by continually lapping honey
from this lake. We were constantly supplied with the juiciest and most delicately flavored bear
steaks from the bears we would shoot while on their way from Honey Lake égafifPond.

These bears were very docile, as they were never hungry, and believe me when | tell you; it
was a common thing for members of our prospecting party to mingle with the bears at the lake
side. They never offered to resent any intrusion frog) they were in fact less savage than so
many fattening hogs.

This particular variety of California bee is much larger than our bees. They average about
the size of sparrows. The queen is as large as a robin. Not far from this particularcdoemsre
located an immense nest of yellow jackets, about the size of humming birds. This nest was
suspended between two of the largest of the giant trees and was three or four times the size of
the dome of the Capital at Washington, D.C. It was thesewédlokets that had created the
crack in the bee tree, through which the honey flowed that created Honey lake. The yellow
jackets drilled the crack with their stingers and thieved upon the honey that ran out until one
day, the bees organized a night attamk the yellow jackets nest.

While in camp one night telling stories over our supper of broiled bear steak and delicious
honey, with natural grown pickled cucumbers and piclpegisfeet fresh from the pen, we
were startled by a terrific roaring thaesembled the sound of a distant waterfall. We
strengthened the fastenings of our tent and got inside, expecting a terrible storm to burst upon
momentarily.

After several minutes of suspense we ventured outside, and beheld in the distance the
strangest sight imaginable. The night force of bees were all out and flying in regular line of
battle, some fifty lines deep, | should judge. The constant flashes from their illuminated wings
lighted the surrounding country for a half mile. You could see &0 @&s plainly as under an
electric light.

The roaring sound created by their wings was what we had believed to be the warning of a
great storm. We followed the direction the bees were taking and some came near the



immense nest of yellow jackessispended between the trees. The bees surrounded the yellow
jacket citadel by the million and soon covered the entire outside until the dome like shape of
the yellow jacket nest glowed with the constant flashing of the wings of the bees, making it
resembé an immense ball of fire.

The yellow jackets inside the nest were at the mercy of the bees, who tore large holes in the
nest and stung to death the yellow jackets as fast as they were reached, and who were
evidently bewildered by the flashing lighftem the illuminated wings of the bees. The roaring
sound created by the bees was augmented by that of the doomed yellow jackets.

The fight lasted approximately three hours and the next morning the ground was covered
eight or ten feet deep with thelead bodies of the yellow jackets and bees for rods. The great
dome like nest of the yellow jackets looked as though a cyclone had struck it. The bees had
simply annihilated the yellow jackets, however, and had lost thousands of their own number as
well.

The second day after the battle the stench that arose from the scene of conflict was so great
that we were obliged to move our camp two miles away. | have never cared for honey flavored
bear steak, pickled cucumbers or pickled pigs feetsincethaf6® L GSff @2dzZ AGQ
truth, if ever | spoke it in my life!

Yellow Jackets

This article is becoming a regular about this time of year, sincésimbnths, yellow jackets
will be a real nuisance. If you trap the wasps now, there witabé&wer in the fall to bother
your hives. Why is this the time of year for yellow jacket control? Yellow jacket colonies die off
each winter, except for the over wintering queen. The queen will emerge from hibernation
soon and start foraging to gathenough food to start her colony. If you were to capture the
gueen at this time of year you will prevent an entire colony from forming this summer.
Commercial traps are available from various locations such as Ace Hardware, Orchard Supply,
Home Depot, Lwes, and garden supply centers.

LiQa faz2 aAiAYLX BuwiPneedPtf &2dz 26y NI LI®

Aclear 2 liter soft drink bottle with no cap

1 cup of water

1 tea spoon of dish detergent

Now to July # -1 ounce of protein: hamburger meat, tuna fish, or canned cat food

July 4" until the end of the yellow jacket season, a banana

Y, cup of apple cider

String

2 paper clips.

1. Mix the water, dish detergent, and cider together,ilbu R2 y Qi YA E A a2 St
0dzoof Sao ¢tKS RSGSNHBHSYG oNBlFl1a R2gy (GUKS SE2a\|

apple cider repels bees, so they are not attracted to the trap. Add this to the bottle.
2. Tie each end of an eiginch length of string to a paper clip.



3. Form the meat into a ball around one of the paper clips that will pass through bottle
opening for baiting for now through July 4th

4. Place a chunk of a banana on the paper clip that will pasaigir the opening for baiting
for July 4" through the end of the season.

5. Lower the bait through the opening and hang with the remaining paperclip on the lip of
the opening. If you so desire, you can place a loop of string around the bottle agdttfeom
I 02y @SYASYy(d LI OS 2NJ LXIFOS AdG 2y (GKS 3INRdAzyR
location should be out of direct sunlight for most of the day to slow down the evaporation of
the liquid.

This trap will attract yellow jacketsecause of the odor being emitted. The yellow jackets
will not be able to figure out how to get out, eventually tire and fall into the water. As much as
yellow jackets frustrate us by robbing our bee hives they are actually beneficial insects, since
that will eat almost anything that gives them protein or carbohydrates. The goal is not
eliminate them but to strike a healthy balance between the number of yellow jackets and the
goal of keeping bees healthy.

April In The Beeyard
Editor's Note: This month's Apriln The Bee Yard presentopinions that may not be shared by
all. However, they have merit, should be read with an open mind, and be used to facilitate
future lively discussions.
My April Beekeeping T®o List
BySerge Labesque

al (O beesa
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road wants to throw me off its back and into the valley below. | need to enter the blind curves
guardedly. At times, coming out of a hairpin bend, the view dherSonoma Valley suddenly
opens up and stretches breathtakingly to the distant bluish silhouette of San Francisco. But |
FY y20i0 KSNB F2N) 02dzZNAaY O LQY 3A2Ay3 G2 aSS aa
to my destination, thick dark cloudsNBE 3IF G KSNAY 3 Yy R 3INRgEtAYyI Ay i
Suzanne had emailed me a week earlier:
GoX8 hy ! LINAE HHY Rinlawm NHe was $ery todriedied t6 ghe atN@I G K S NJ
world, and for many years kept honey bees on the family prop@iigre had been no honey
bees in hives up there for many years as Matt's health spiraled down. We arrived at the
family place on the day of his death to find thousands of honey bees on the top of the
chimney and entering the house through cracks in tresland windows. We knew as a
family who these bees were connected to and why they had arrived at that house on that
day. They were "Matt's Bees" and we have always called them that.
My husband and | gathered the swarm and put them in a hive box orettieaf the old
farmhouse. They have been there now for almost three years. They have been managed



minimally and swarmed at least once last year because of that! They produced lots of honey
and some was harvested last year. | just saw them yesterdathagcire BUSY. The colony
is healthy and strong. These bees are adapted to their site. | would love to split them in the
Spring and have multiple hives with these genetics on the property.

| also wanted to let you know that | just broke down two othizes that died out this
year on the same property. One was a swarm | had collected in my West Petaluma
neighborhood. | already had two hives in my backyard and couldn't keep them here. They
starved up there. Not adapted to the site. The other as a package my mothén-law
bought. They either left or died right away. Again, not adapted to the site. Who is thriving
dzLJ G KSNBK altdya . SSaHe

Indeed | find the hive near the edge of the deck. A multitude of foragers are very active,
undeterred by the thunderclouds that moan in the background. | try to lift the back of this
aiF 01 2F GKNBS YSRAdzY &dzLJSNA ® LGQa Fa KSI ge
packed frames of honey that are patrolled by crowded, yet amenable bees. Altltbegh
weather conditions are not favorable for a detailed ogame inspection, a glance at the
bottom bars between cracked supers divulges no swarm cells. A new super is promptly
AYaSNISR (G2 LINROARS &LJI OS ¥F2NJ Sfewllaysdoippoife | YR
deeper into the hive and see if it needs to be divided. Meanwhile Suzanne and her husband will
prepare additional equipment.

Three splits were made a few days later and the queen mother has since resumed egg
laying, producing a nickrood pattern. Hopefully, we will also raise some more queens from
her brood in a few weeks. The genes of this sort of bees need to be propagated. Their
contribution to the local gene pool is vastly beneficial. With a little luck, the young queens will
meet drones that come from equallyell adapted colonies.

Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that the wonderful combination of genes displayed
08 aGaldidQa o0SSa¢ gAtt y20 o6S t2ad00 hRR& | NB
package bes, nucs and foreign queens that are-tath-often moved into the area and kept
alive with feedings and treatments. These imports are a genetic pollution that prevents the
establishment of locally adapted bee populations.

Here | call upon you to be parf the solution, not part of the problemDo not bring
packages, nucs or queens from outside your immediate area into your apiatregkad,
propagate your own successful colonies or obtain bees from neighbor beekeepers who do not
treat or feed their hies.

. SSTSSLISNEQ aa20AFGA2ya &aKz2dzZ R 62N] VY2NB
increase their membership. We need strong and healthy bees, more than we need more
beekeepers, especially when they play a part in thestbilization of local bee popuians.

{2YS 0SS{SSLISNRQ [aaz20AlldAz2ya S@Sy 2NHIYAT S
focusing their attention on multiplying successful local bee colonies. What a shame!

If you have ordered bees that may carryatlapted genes, cancel your ormdeand
connect with neighbor beekeepers to obtain local survivor queens. If you can contribute to the
LINR LI 3 A2y 2F 20t o0SSasx 32 F2NI AGT @ 2dzQf €




April in the apiaries:

There is a frenzy of activity at the entrances, whichraves wide open. The bee traffic
in the flight paths is intense with many foragers leaving purposefully while others are returning
loaded with nectar and pollen. Inside the hives, fragile new white comb is everywhere. It
carries spring honey that reallpdks like liquid gold. The massive deposits of nectar and
variegated pollen seem to be compressing the large brood nests that contain beautifully dense
areas of sealed brood and patches of eggs and of shiny larvae swimming in deep puddles of
royal jelly. These crowded hives beg for more space for the storage of nectar, felaggg,
and for clustering between the brood nests and the entrances. New swote comb is built
in no time in the frames that are inserted by beekeepers. There is much to kkefup with
colonies that are growing so fast and with those that may be preparing to swarm! This means
frequent inspections, supering, adding frames, and dividing hives when they are ready. It all
needs to be done. Procrastination is not an optiorring this season. This is what | saw
8SA0GSNRIe Ay alNAYS>S YR ¢KIG ALINAY3I KIF & oNERdz3
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vegetation that depends on rainfall. Tlsigring again, there are unmistakable signs announcing
another challenging beekeeping year. Certainly, this is the consequence of the persistent and
deepening drought, of the lack of ground moisture. In these areas the plants are already
showing signs oftress due to lack of water. To begin with, the early spring honey flow was
meager, with minimal wax production and scant comb building. The -bpildf the colonies
was shortlived before brood rearing was curtailed in preparation for swarming. Odialéy,
progressive culling of the drones prevents many of them from reaching adulthood at this time
of colony multiplication. The mating of young queens will be questionable. We are being

g NYSRY LGQa 3J2Ay3 (2 0SS | 2ayicHourdeey sOSikdd | 2
these tough conditions?
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development of the colonies by gathering clues that we find in their brood nests, and we
remain watchful for any health problems thatay arise. At times, we split colonies and maybe

we rear a few queens. Then we monitor the development of the young queens and of the
divides. The results may not be as good as they would be in a normal year, but we cannot wait

for ideal conditions. RSSRX AFT ¢S R2 y20 GUNBX 6S OSNIIAyYyf @
colonies. We have to be ready to replace aging and failing queens, and maybe we want to add
hives in our apiaries that are in good locations. Personally, | will keep a reduced namber

hives in my apiaries because this year the surrounding vegetation cannot support more colonies

than there are already.

In summary, this month:

- Inspect hives regularly.

- Observe monitoring trays, particularly for signs of brood diseases, possiblybidwik
mummies, EFRffected larvae, and other heakltelated problems.

- Ensure unimpeded development of the brood nests. Add frames to providdagmg
space, as necessary.



- Offer combBbuilding opportunities.

- Add supers to provide nectar storage space.

- Provide clustering space under the brood nests.

- Gradually open the entrances of the hives to match the increasing forager activity.
- Place swarm traps.

- Perform hive divisions when the hives are initiating their preparations for swarming.
- Keep some equipmerat the ready to catch the occasional swarm.

- Rear queens.

- Pull weeds from in front of the hives.

- Discard old and misshapen combs.

- Render wax from discarded frames.

- Routinely clean and torch tools and equipment.

- Harvest only surplus early spring honeyr(iaderation!).

- Make sure you leave enough food in the hives.

- Combine or requeen hives that are weak or slow to develop but otherwise healthy.
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Drippings from the Extractor
by Dave Stocks

For as long as | have kept bees, | hstveggled with wax moths. After extracting honey in
the fall, I would store the frames until needed again in the spring, only to find that they had
become infested with wax motgh Most of us know how destructive this can be. I tried
everything. | staclkethe boxes in a cool dark space with plenty of air movement, | used moth
balls, | used sachatWwith lavender and other herbblothing worked. Last fall | did nothing! |
stacked the boxes outside on a pallet and walked away. This spring asltbeged them, |
removed a box at a time fully expecting to find a total wax moth infestation. But there weren't
any. What was different? About the third box down, | found the answer, a lizard. Now I'm not
a lizard expert, but | believe it wassauthernalligatorlizard Elgaria multicarinata).l am also
convinced that he or she had spent a happy winter munching on wax moth larvae.

A juvenilesouthernalligatorlizard Elgaria multicarinata)



While standing in line at the hardware store, | notithd gentleman ahead of me had a can
of insect spray especially for carpenter bees and yellow jackets. The particular can touted the
products ability to foam into all the hard to get places. While | have no problem killing yellow
jackets (see Wayne's ate), | have a real problem with killiegrpenterbees. | grant you they
can be destructive. burrowing into wood, especially redwdadt,they are the first native
pollinators to appear in my yard and are truly gentle giants. I'm not sure it's possibdgtabea
onel!

Three species of carpenter bees are native to California and all three are found in the bay
area. The Californiearpenterbee (Xylocopa californigaand thevalleycarpenterbee
(Xylocopa varipuncteagre the largest of three, sometimes @anch in length. According to
California Bees & Bloomthe Californiacarpenterbee female is all dark with bluish metallic
reflections on it body and wings. The male also has bluish metallic reflections with a dark face
and gray eyes. Thalleycarpenter female is also all dark with the wings being very dark with
violet reflections. The male is perhaps the most distinguishable of all and elicits the most
guestions. He has a brownish body, yellow face and green eyesnolhrgain carpenterbee,
(Xylocopa tabaniformis orpifgxs also dark but smaller. The female wings have a smoky
translucence. The males can be as small as a quarter inch long. Their abdomens are black with
yellow hairs on the thorax.

Carpenter bees will visit manipfvers in the garden includingisteria,lavender, and
members of the sage family. They can also be effective pollinators of peppers and tomatoes.
As noted carpenter bees can be destructive, particularly to redwood structures. You might
be able todeter them by drilling shallow depressions into an untreated redwood 4x4 and hang

L%



it horizontally in a shaded area, The bees may adopt it. But please, unless absolutely
necessarydo not kill them!

As beekeepers, we can tell a lot about the conditwbrour hives without getting close. Are the
bees flying in great numbers or are they bearding on the outside. Both are observations that
can be made from a distance. The following photo is of an observation | recently made upon
approaching one of my leeyards. Fortunate|fhe bees seemed perfectly happy with the
situation. My lesson learnedtake the time to make sure your stands are stable!

Ooops!!



